








Conyrigt, ae by The Sunday Schoo: Times Co- _Btered atthe Postofice at Philadelphia as seennd-claus mater 





Published weekly by The Sunday School 
Times Co., 1031 Walnut St., Phila., Pa. 


Philadelphia, March 4, 1916 


Vol. Fifty-eight, No. to © 


$r.50 a year; in clubs, $1.00 
See page 159 





e 


Lesson for Ma in this Issue 


Notes cin Open L.et:ers : 


The Cigarette Problem ‘* Higher Up"’. . . 150 
~ Shonld the War Shake Our Faith? . + 150 
‘lwo M Kaen Many—to Pray For 30 
Mt. Sinai’s the Turks : What it Means. By 
William T. Ellis, 2 a . 151 


A Mother's Diary of a see Sunday Week. By Harriet 


Purves Palmer. . 152 


Archeol and the Ethio ” Bunuch, By Professor 

Melvin Grove Kyle, D Sa PORE ek ee 15 
General laleee Helps - « T5415 
For Kamily Worshi By the Rev. Josep hW. Kemp . . 158 
Can You Answer These eet By Samuel Sco- 

ville, Jr. Shere ep tM al 6 + 68 04s = 
Ciena ONE i a Cares Re eee we 
The Young People’s Prayer-Meeting. By Robert E Speer, i 

“ 
Lesson Calendar 
First Quarter 


arts id 13.—Humbled and Exalted... .. . . Phil. 2 : 1-11 
fF Febr —‘the Christian Brotherhood at Jerr- 
gett Mor (Vemperance Lesson) Acts 4 : 32 to 5 : 16 
9 soueeney 27.— The Seven Helvers Acts 6 
10. March 5. ai) Death of Stephen... .... Acts 7:1 to&:3 
at. March 12.—Heioes and Martyrs of Faith . . Heb..11: 1 to12:2 
12. March 19,.—Philip and the Ethiopian. . . . Acts 8 :. 26-40 
13- March 26.—Review : ‘The Great Multitude .”. Read Rev. 7: 9°17 
Second Quarter 
. April 2.—Conversion of Saul Acts 9g : 1-31 
April.o.—Aineas‘and Dorcas... ...:. 2.4: Acts 9 : 32-43 
. April 16. - Peter amd Cornelius .........., Acts 10 ; 1-23 
April 23.—The Gospel for the Gentiles Acts 1o : 24-48 
Or, Easter Lesson : The Risen Christ . 1 Cor. 15 : 1-28 
ril 30. Peter Delivered from Prison Acts 12 ; 1-19 
& y 7-- Vhe Missionaries of 


teen 


oe Se Ee ae Acts 11 : 19°30; 12: 25 to 13: 12 
x 
The Universal Guilt 
By Thomas Curtis Clark 


SAW One greeted with a kiss; 
A son of night performed the deed; 
And then they led away my Lord 
To be deapised, to suffer, bleed ; 
And I stood by, nor said a word. 
Nor was I by his mute grief stirred. 


I saw One wear a crown of thorns ; 
They placed it rudely on his brow, 
And pressed it down ; and as he bowed 
They cried, “ Messiah—see him now!” 
And I stead by, nor moved a limb 
To save my Lord, or comfort him. 


I saw One hanging on a cross ; 
As in each hand they drove the nail, 
He groaned and cried out, “‘ God; forgive!" 
They laughed and shouted, “ King, all hail!” 
And I with them was standing there, 
As he breathed out his dying prayer. 


Making Sure of Christian Experience 
Many a Christian has little or no Christian expe- 
rience. Trying to do right in the strength of Christ, 
sometimes succeeding and often failing, activé in 
many ways for Christ, but seeing discouragingly little 
real results, ——how many of us know what this is! As 
Dr. Scofield recently said in conversation with friends, 
‘* That isn’t Christian experience; but it’s the expe- 
rience of the Christian.'’ Then he went on to explain 








that ‘‘ Christian experience is wholly the result of the . 


Producer of Christian experience, —the Holy Spirit."’ 
So if :we want Christian experience, the real thing, the 
simple and only way to have it is to take our own 
hands off and let God do it all. We can never, for 
example, have Christian experience in our. victory 
over sin'so long as we ask Christ to help us to overcome 
sin’s power. But when we recognize that this is 
wholly his work and not at all ours, we shail give up 
asking-him ‘to help us, and leave it as completely to 





’ him as we have our salvation, —and at the same time 


we shall praise him, in blind faith, that he zs imme- 
diately and Completely and continuously true to his 
trust. Nor can we have Christian experience by 
looking for it, or looking at it; it is ours only as we 
look unto Jesus. Then his Holy Spirit can and will 
sticcessfully carry on the work of producing in us the 
fruit of the Spirit. | Zrying to have Christian experi- 
ence is discouraging businéss. Accepting the easy 
way of letting God accomplish it all immediately 


brings the miracle-life. © 
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Your Wonderful Commission 

Only. God would dare to ask you to do that which 
is expected of you. . No man would even expect of 
you that which God counts upon your doing. At a 
recent reunion of persons who had attended last sum- 
mer’s Victorious Life Conference at Princeton, a 
young man gave as his testimony: ‘‘I give thanks 
for the wonderful work that God has given me to do. 
Don't misunderstand me,'’ he added ; ‘‘I didn't say 
I was doing a wonderful work ; but He’s given me a 
wonderful work to do, and He'll give me the strength 
to.do it.’" What that young Christian said, all of us 
can and ought to say. The work that God calls us 
into is supernatural. As we yield toGod, and believe 
in him, he himself will do this wonderful work, using 
us to accomplish. miracles as our habitual experience. 


Pad 
When Temptation is Worst 


No one on earth is so tempted as are those who 
have let God make them really holy. When God 
enters a life in His fulness, Satan comes hard after. 
The light of the Sun of Righteousness shining in a 
human life attracts Satan as the brightly-burning 
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flame of a candle attracts the moth. As Max Reich 
has ‘strikingly said of our Lord’s own experience at 
the time of his baptism and the descent of the Holy 
Spirit, and then his wilderness temptation : ‘‘ After 
the dove—the devil.’"’ The servant is not greater 
than his Lord. The more we are filled with our 
Lord, the more persistently and desperately will be 
hirled against us the attacks of him who eternally 
hates our Lord. “Never doubt,”’ says Mr. Reich, 
‘*the reality of your spiritual experience because of 
the temptation that may follow.’’ And the very 
temptation to doubt is part of the terrible subtlety of 
the tempter. But that Lord against whom the devil 
in the wilderness was impotent can—if we let Him 
do all our fighting—make the devil impotent against 
us. Christ our Life can resist the attacks of Satan 
upon us as the flame resists the moth. Simple faith 
in Christ will show us miraculously that in our own 
lives as in His the dove is mightier than the devil. 
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Irrepressible Business Getting 

Some men just cannot leave their business alone. 
They carry it with them ; it holds them all the time. 
Successful insurance men often have this reputation. 
One such was stricken down with illness and ordered 
to the hospital. But facing this ‘‘shut-in’’ time he 
said ‘clieérfully to his chief: ‘I expect to insure my 
surgeon ; I'll get a nurse or two; and, after all, one 
can do a good deal of business by correspondence. "' 
Being ‘‘laid aside’’ for him simply meant opening 
up new opportunities that he would not otherwise 
have had,—and all for more business! The insur- 
ance that the Lord Jesus Christ offers is quite as worth 
while. We are his insurance agents, his solicitors. 
What will it'mean for Him and for others when we 
are as eagerly on the trail of new business as that 
cheery, irrepressible, ‘‘sick’’ business getter? 
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Thinking Too Precisely on the Event 


NE of the saddest things in human life is to 
see’the time come when one no longer yields 
to hearty impulses. The Christian life is a 
thoughtful and rational one, but it was never meant 
to-be a life weighed down with all manner of scruples 
and hesitations. Our first glimpses of it in the min- 
istry of Christ, and later in that of his apostles, do 
not show us men and women sunk in thought and 
puzzled over problems, but they rather reveal a glad 
and unexpected activity on the part of people who 
were before irresolute and undaring. 

It is therefore a sad thing when we come to brood 
longer over every proposed action and wish to know 
ali the possible consequences of it before we take it. 
Hamlet makes his constant appeal to the world be- 
cause he sums up all the misery of irresolution. In 
one of his lines he speaks of this 


** craven scruple 
Of thinking too precisely on the event,’’ 


and the wish to know just how everything will come 
out before you .do it. And elsewhere he speaks of 
how 
‘¢the native hue of resolution 
Is sicklied o’er with the pale cast of thought.’’ 


Each of us finds. his share of this malady, and 
knows to his cost what impoverishment comes from 
thinking anything over too long. . The healthy, teust- 
ful impulse is all choked, and when perhaps we get 
into action at last it is not the glad, springy experience 
it ought to-be. We have been ‘thinking too pre- 
cisely on ‘the event."" We have wasted on curiosity 
about the consequences the. force that ought to have 
gone into making the consequences. It is unfair to 
ask more than our share of adVanet informatio: about 
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anything. Newman, when he felt new promptings in 
his heart, silenced these desires to ‘‘see the distant 
scene’’ with all its particulars, and acted. He kept 
‘*the native hue of resolution.’’ He did not lose the 
power of fresh action and quick response. 

We Like to see gusto in a Christian, and it does not 
mean that we are more Christian when decision comes 
slower and slower, That quick, cheerful; courageous 
response to Christ which took all the daring men were 
possessed of, was one of the most beautiful experi- 
ences that he brought to pass. Somehow Jesus’ very 
atmosphere seemed to inspire action. Things moved. 
Men and women who had been sunk in dreary self- 
absorption felt a new impulse and acted on it, they 
hardly knew how. The blind man cast away his gar- 
ment with the new inrush of hope. The woman who 
had gotten accustomed to being pushed aside now 
pushed right into the throng to touch the hem of his 
garment. The woman at the well, usually languid, 
one infers from her speech, felt a new impulse to go 
and speak to people and tell them about Christ. The 
woman who was a sinner would never have broken 
the ointment box if she had thought too precisely on 
the event. The outcome could only have seemed to 
her thought to be one of obloquy, but as it was it be- 
came one of the lasting actions of human life. Mat- 
thew got up and left all and followed Christ. None 
of those whose action inspires us out of the Gospel 
took too long to think things over. 

Christ speaks, and his words are indeed inexhaust- 
ible.’ We may ponder them forever, but along with 
his words went that great, living current of hearty and 
impulsive, active, glowing force. People think in his 
presence, but they do not do it all with their minds. 
They do it somewliat with their minds, but a good 
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deal with their hearts and their hands and feet too. 
As Christians many-of us need nothing more than to 
recapture that sense of a ‘glowing life which a 
the story of Christ's influence upon men. herever 
he goes life is fresher, ‘Tennyson describes how alive 
everything became when the sleeping princess awoke ; 


** A fuller light illumined all, 
A breeze through all the garden swept, 
A sudden hubbub shook dhe hall, ~ 
And sixty feet the fountain leapt. .. . 


** The palace bang’d and buzz’d and clackt, 
And all the long-pent stream of life : 
Dash’d downward in a@ cataract.” 


If we are now all hampered with over-caution, and 
can never take any forward action without nearly 
thinking the whole matter to pieces, it will be a good 
thing for us to regain this gusto of the gospel, and ex- 
perience how Christ, who said he was the life, makes 
all that he touches more lively and quick and vital. 
He did not leave men to think it all out with knit 
brows and tired brains. They must do their share of 
thinking, they must. give their best attention, to be 
sure, but beyond that there was action with its 
blessed relief, and action alone could give the final 
touch to his meaning. He that doeth the will shall 
know the doctrine. And people who can hardly do 
any thinking at all can get the riches of the truth just 
as well as the philosopher, because they still retain 
the power to act. 

Because thought will do a great deal we often think 
it can do everything. But.there is a point where we 
must stop the process and turn on some other. We 
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shail never produce consequences that are of any con- 
sequence in the world if we are always thinking too 
precisely what they are to be. If we know that the 
impulse is a noble and worthy one, let us act upon it 
and give all our hearts to it. He that regardeth the 
clouds shall not reap. Let us not ask what we shall 

out of it, or just what form the result will take. 
s it a good thing to do? does all that is best in us 
tell us to do it? Then do it, and let the rest take 
care of itself. 

Thoreau once characterized the people who asked 
with regard to John Brown, ‘‘ What is he going to 
make out of it?’’ ‘*Make out of it?’’ said Tho- 
reau ; ‘‘ why, I don’t suppose he could make one and 
sixpence a day getting hung, take it the year round.,”’ 
Johz Brown did not ask too precisely what the event 
was to be, but poured all his powers into his task, 

We are more apt to spoil our lives than to perfect 
them, when we are always inquiring and considering 
just how everything will turn out with us. When 
troublesome or difficult things came upon him, Paul 
cheerily said that he knew that this also should turn 
to his salvation, without knowing any more of the 
particulars, 

We need our strength for the business in hand, We 
can trust the future to God. We must all think of the 
future somewhat, but not foo precisely, We waste 
our force preparing for troubles that never come, and 
health, hearty daily activity is the surest guarantee 
of the quality of the future. We need to think pre- 
cisely about the things that can be treated and known 
with precision, and those_are the things that are be- 
fore our eyes and under our hands. 





The Cigarette Problem “ Higher Up” 


What course should be taken with Sunday-school 
teachers and superintendent who smoke from ten to thirty 
cigarettes a day ?—A CANADIAN IN NEED. 

The very best thing to do with these teachers and 
superintendents is to get absolutely new people in 
their place,—but people with the same names and 
faces as the cigarette-smoking workers. That is, the 
best thing to do is to ask the Lord Jesus Christ to 
make new people of these folks, He can do just that 
sort of thing. Earnest prayer for the surrender and 
consecration of these Christ-dishonoring, tobacco- 
possessed people may be the solution, together with a 
straight appeal to them one by one, as opportunity 
offers, to take Christ in his fulness into their lives. 

But it may not be the Lord’s will to keep some or 
any of them in their present place of stewardship while 
awaiting the needed change in their attitude toward 
Him. The sacred responsibilities and obligations of 
the work of superintendent and teacher may need to 
be lovingly, clearly, and firmly laid before such work- 
ers, with the request that they either accept their 
obligation to the full or resign from the work that 
carries such obligations with it. 

If a parent has a child in a class taught by a teacher 
who is grossly heedless of his obligations, and if the 
parent is not in a position to have a change of teach- 
ers secured, the withdrawing of the child from the 
class or the school may be the simple and only course 


of action. 
- 
Should the War Shake Our Faith? 


One of the pastors of a church known far and 
wide for its soul-winning activities seuds to The 
Sunday School Times the following pathetic letter 
from an old business friend of his: 

I want to ask you about this war. It has completely 
upset my faith and confidence in God's lovingkindness and 
tender mercy. I have given up my Sunday-school class 
after a thirty-five years’ tenure. 1 felt. 1 had no message 
for the men. You will notice that The Sunday School 
‘Times has tried to answer these questions, but has not 
been successful. I was seventy-four years old on the 19th of 
this month. I am not at all sorry that lam near the end 
of life. The woes of this world are too terrible to bear. 

I never had anything affect me as this war has done, 

The writer of this heart-broken letter was born and 
brought up in England, and has relatives in the: war. 
He is a successful business man, One's heart. goes 
out to. him-in eager, loving sympathy. He is not 
alone in his shattered faith, The. great war broke 
like a storm upon the faith and hopes of multitudes 
throughout the world, But there is an answer to the 
question that-has darkened this soul. God knows 





the answer. God has revealed the answer to us in 
his Word. 

Let us remember that, although the present Euro- 
pean War is the greatest ind most awful the world 
has ever seen, it brought no new problem, no: new 
facts into the world. Before the summer of 1914 
there was, in the world, more sin and misery and 
suffering, ending in tragic deaths, many, many times 
over than has occurred during the eighteen months 
of this war. And there is to-day in the world, out- 
side of the areas where the war rages, infinitely more 
sin and suffering and hopeless dying than in the war 
zones, There are said to be some sixteen hundred 
million human beings in the world to-day,—more 
than one billion anda half. Of these, think of the 
hundreds of millions in India, in China, in Africa, in 
South America, whose lives are filled with tragedy 
and suffering from birth to death. Think of the 
millions in India of whom it is said that they never 
know what it is not to be hungry : have never had a 
satisfying meal in their life. Disease, brutality, hope- 
less suffering, hopeless death ; all this was habitual 
in millions of lives during the thirty-five years that 
this Christian business man taught his Sunday-school 
class, with faith and confidence in God's loving kind- 
ness and tender mercy. Terrible as the war is, it is 
only an incident in the vast problem of sin and suf- 


ferirg in the world. It is perhaps the most terrible’ 


‘tincident’’ so far in the Christian era, It is in the 
‘‘limelight’’; it is so concentrated that all must see 
it and know about it and be overwhelmed by its 
ghastly facts. But if we could trust in God before 
the war, absolutely nothing has happened since the 
war started that justifies us in losing our faith in him. 

And we can trust God. He is sovereign. He is 
reigning. Heis love, He wants men to love and to 
believe him, receiving his Son Jesus Christ as_their 
Saviour. But men will not have it so. And God is 
aliowing men to have their own way for the time be- 
ing. This war and its tragic accompaniments, as also 
the sin and the suffering of untold millions outside 
the war area, are the results of men's rejection of God 
and his love. When God sees, in his infinite wisdom, 
that men‘have had a full and sufficient opportunity to 
try out their own plans and prove that they are a fail- 
ire, then by the return:of his Son Jesus to this earth 
he will establish peace in righteousness, 

Having recognized that this tragic problem of world- 
wide.sin and suffering has existed since Adam fell, we 
must then remember that the Ged of love who created 
the world and mankind did so in full recognition of 
the fact that the problem and the ‘unspeakable catas- 
trophe of sin would enter into creation because of the 


revolt of beings, given free-will, against ‘himself; yet. 


he went on with his creative work, knowing in; his 
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love and wisdom that it was best to do so, even. h 
this problem of ‘sin would occur. God. who sees 
end from the beginning knew and knows that the 
world’s worst cyclone of sin and suffering cannot out- 
weigh the glory that is to comé. The end will over- 
whelmingly more than justify that which has occurred 
and must yet occur before the end can come. God's 
love has permitted the disaster because God's love 
rejoices, and knows that we shall rejoice, in what will 
follow the disaster. We can safely trust him. 

_ One reason why the war shocked the faith of so 
many earnest Christians was because they mistakenly 
supposed that God had asked the Church of Jesus 
Christ to bring in permanent peace upon the earth. 
The Church has mistakenly been trying to do this; 
and the world is farther from peace to-day than it has 
ever been before in its history, God never commis- 
sioned the Church to Christianize the world. He 
commissioned the Church to call out from the world 
those who would escape from its storms and dis- 
asters by entering into peace in Christ as their Saviour. 

This is made so simple and clear in the Word of 
God that a little child can understand it, if the Word 
is simply sought out and believed. It is to help just 
such Christians as this distressed, heart-broken Sun- 
day-school teacher, as well as many others who are 
still trusting God though ignorant of his plans and 
purposes for his Church and for the world, that The 
Sunday School Times has asked the beloved and 
widely-known Bible teacher Dr. C, I. Scofield to give 
the readers a series of half a dozen or more simple 
studies on the subject ‘‘ What Say the Prophets ?"’ 
This series will start within a few weeks,—six of the 
articles are already in the hands of the editors. 

Sin, and suffering, and misery, and wars will not 
end until Christ returns. If they did end we might 
well lose faith in God and his Word, for He so plainly 
states that they will not. But the startling fulfilment 
of God's Word in the present war is added reason for 
faith in him. 

Like a person suffering from pneumonia or other 
grave illness, who must pass through a ‘‘crisis’’ be- 
fore recovery can commence, this sin-oppressed 
world, we are told by the Great Physician, must grow 
worse before it can be better. But our Physician 
tells us also that after. the darkest hour of midnight 
there shall come such a sunrise, such a golden age, 
such a reign of peace in righteousness, as no man yet 
has seen or can picture! Let us ‘praise God» for ‘his 
pledged word as to this, It is a time, not for dis- 
turbed faith nor for discouragement, but a time to 
‘«Wait on the Lord : be of good courage, and he shall 
strengthen thine heart: wait, I say, on the Lord"* 


(Psa. 27 : 14). 
AZ 


Two Men—and Many—to Pray For 

When the readers of ‘The Sunday School Times 
pray, God sends amazing answers, Last autumn the 
Editor asked the readers to pray for meetings of the 
Laymen’s Missionary Movement in a dozen cities 
where he was to be privileged to present the truth of 
the Victorious Life in Christ. The readers prayed. 
God answered. In an early issue the Editor is going 
to share some of the blessings of that experience. 

And now your intercession is asked for another 
brief series of meetings, and for two fellow-workers 
who will conduct them. In Toronto, Canada, on 
March 28 to. 30 (Tuesday, Wednesday, Thursday) 
special meetings will be held afternoon and evening 
at St. John’s Presbyterian Church. The deepening 
of the spiritual life of Christians is the special purpose 
of these meetings, and the Rev. Henry W. Frest, 
Home Director for North America of the China In- 
land Mission, and Mr. Charles Gallaudet Trumbull, 
Editor of The Sunday School Times, have been asked 
to give the messages. Mr. Frost has been so closely 
affiliated with The Sunday School ‘Times for several 
years, through his messages of great blessing in these 
columns, that many readers will gratefully pray for 
God’s empowering and using of him in these meet- 
ings. The Editor counts also upon their prayers for 
himself as the truth of victory in Christ is presented, 

Nowhere. else in the world has The Sunday School 
Times more. encouraging and loyal and devoted 
readers than in Canada, judging from the letters: that 
are received: from there, and judging also from the 
quite exceptional circulation of the Times in Canada, 
The Editor will count it a special privilege to meet 
personally at.these meetings all readers of the Times 
who may find: it possible to be present. 

Our Lord ‘s winning to the life of surrender and 
faith many of His own in these days ; and we can 
serve him by pouring out our hearts to him inearnest 
and contimueéd prayer: that he wild do this in indreasing: 
measure and. prevailing power. - For this, ‘let us pray. 
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be Sinai’ S Castuse by the Turks: 


F _ the trail of the Turco-German pS ame 





F art: the eal incidents of a war crowded 


with’ spectacular and ‘romantic features, none’ 


‘is more striking than ‘the fact that the Turkish 
ree ‘have ca “Mt. Sinai, with its venerable 
Monastery. ‘This mountain, which has 
figured Is y in the’ litéfature’ ‘of thirty” centuries, is 
supreme ationg religious shrines, with the possible 
exception of the Church of the Holy Sepulchre. 
Amid its ‘mysterious tliundeéts Moses réceived the Ten 
Commandments from Jehovah. : 

Now Mt. Sinai has lately echoed to thé roar of Ot- 
toman guns, and the site which has been held in 
veneration for three thousand years is at present in 
the hands of ‘Moslem ‘soldiers. The Monks of the 
Holy Orthodox’ Church’ have been driven out, save 
for «\ few retaitied to serve the soldiers. 

What has. happeiiéd to the pricéless treasures of 
the ancient moiastery no man can tell of a certainty ; 
and reasonable conjecture is not reassuring. The 
Chirch and Monastery of St. Katharine is the only 
Christian center in all Arabia which survived the 
flood of Islamic Conquest twelve hundred years Ago ; 
and that it shoiild fall in this latést “holy war" is a 
bit of néws striingely ‘connecting the, tolerant’ ptesent 
with 'the‘ittolétant past. 

" “This liking of the majestic story of the promulga- 
tion of the Decalogue, which to-day is the funda- 
meiital law of civilization, to the representative of the 

Chosen Péople, fresh from their bondage in Egypt, 

with the recent military expedition of the Turkish 

forces to ‘deliver’ Egypt from the British, is almost 

beyond the imagination of a melodramatist. It is a 
climax of’ the contrasts of this war. 


An Army’s. Only Trophy a Church 
The one definite and tangible result of the first 
Turco-German expedition to the Suez Canal is that 


the Christian. monks,—mostly Ionian Greeks, owing . 


»}allegiance to: the Holy Orthodox Church, of which 
the Czar of Russia is the temporal head-——were driven 

. from their stronghold in St; Katharine’s Monastery. 

_ Although the fortified shrine had withstood a hundred 
attacks from Bedouins, it had no chance against mod- 
ern artillery. 

So the ancient Christian Church, founded, tradi- 
tion says, by St. Helena, the mother of Constantine 
the Great, and‘ built in its present form in the middle 
of the sixth century by the Emperot Justinian, is now, 
like the site of Solomon’s temple in Jerusalem, a 
Moslem holy place, since Islam also venerates Moses 
as a prophet, though it rates him as lower than Mo- 
hammed. 

One explanation of the survival of St. Katharine’ s 
Monastery throughout the centuries of Moslem dom- 
inance of this. territory is-that within the monastery is 
a-small mosque said to commemorate the visit of 
Mohammed himself to the monastery, then less than 
a century old. In return for the hospitality of the 
monks, Mohammed, who was unable to write, stamped 
with an inky fingerprint a contract of protection, 

. written on the skin of a gazelle, and long preserved 
. in the archives of the Convent. 

. Scholars interested in Sinai, reading this news of 
the monastery’s capture by the Turks, will hope for 
its protection from the usual Turkish vandalism by 
the place’s traditional associa- 

tion with Mohammed. 


An Expedition that Failed 


A great deal of mystery has 
attached to the expedition which 
the Turks and the Germans sent 
a year ago against the Suez 
Canal. It was widely heralded 
at the time in the Turkish press, 
and was called ‘‘the army of de- 
liverance,’’ which was to lift the 
British yoke from Egypt, and 
enable all the Faithful in the 
land of the Pharaohs to rally to 
the support of the Sultan. 

No doubt many Egyptian 
Moslems are in sympathy with 
Turkey rather than with Britain. 
Cairo is the intellectual center 


fourteen centuries. 
of the Moslem world ; but at the " 


outbreak of the war the Moslem papers were either 
suppressed or compelled to deal entirely with jejune 


“topics, unrelated to the present conflict. No more 
‘than five persons were allowed to assemble in a group 


in the cafés or on the streets. Any man heard ex- 
pre-sing sentiments against the government was 
quietly informed by the ubiquitous secret police that 
in case of a repetition of his offense, his future ad- 
dress would be Maita. Egypt was heavily garrisoned 
by the troops from Australia and New Zealand, to- 
gether with many from India. It is a fact that many 
of the soldiers defending the Egyptian side of the 
Canal against the expected attack were regiments of 
Indian Moslems—standing between their fellow- 
Moslems of Egypt and the Caliph’s Moslem army of 
deliverance ! 

When the Khedive of Egypt was superseded, and 
the present Sultan, subservient to Britain, was chosen, 
there arose in Constantinople a clamor for the “de- 
livetance’’ of Egypt. Moses délivered ‘foreigners 
from Egypt: this army was to deliver Egypt froin the 
foreigners. The presence of the deposed kliedive in 
Constantinople heightened the zest for this holy 
enterprise. 

Elaborate preparations for the campaign were made, 
under a joint Turco-German command, Djemal 
Pasha, one of the foremost Young Turks, was made 
commander-in-chief. Twenty-five thousand troops 
made up the expeditionary army. They assembled 
at Aleppo, Damascus, Jerusalem, and Nablus, the 
ancient Shechem. The equipment included great 
iron pontoons, especially made by the Germans, for 
bridging the Suez Canal. 

In order to avoid the warships of the Allied fleet, 
under whose guns they would have been had they 
followed the immemorial caravan route to Egypt along 
the Mediterranean coast, the expedition was obliged 
to folldw.the roitte through'Central Palestite, touch- 
irig ‘Jerusalem, Bethlehem, Hebron, ‘and ‘Beersheba 
on the way. 


A Modern Army in the Desert 

All went well, except for bitter quarrels between 
the German and Turkish officers, until the desert was 
reached, Between the last water supply and the Suez 
Canal was a journey of six or seven days over a water- 
less waste. The difficulties of transportation were 
prodigious, Camels, mules, donkeys, and horses had 
all been requisitioned for this journey. 

The flinty desert, however, offered no shelter from 
the encircling eyes of the British airships : cover was 
impossible. Nevertheless, the main body of troops 
pushed on until near the Canal, where the complete- 
ness of the handicap possessed by the British became 
manifest. 

British warships from both the Mediterranean and 
Red Sea sailed into the Canal, and the Turks were 
compelled to attack armored ships with field artillery 
and infantry fire, supported only by their own hasty 
trenches and the slow line of camel communications 
to the rear. ‘*The army of deliverance’’ had to 
compete with the leisurely-made fortifications of the 
British on the Egyptian side of the Canal, served by 
trains, running to Cairo, less than two hours distant, 
with its exhaustless supplies of men and equipment. 











“What it Means 


ee William T. Ellis, LL.D. 





Nevertheless, there was an engagement, and a 
small detachment of some two hundred Turkish sol- 
diers did actually cross the Canal. They never re- 
turned. The British contend that they permitted this 
number to get across, in order to entice the main 
body of troops within range. The Turks say ‘that 
they forced the passage of the Canal. They lost 
fifteen hundred soldiers. 

Then it was suddenly discovered that the Turkish 
army had with it at the Canal food for only two days, 
and a forced march back to-Beersheba was ordered. 
So real was the suffering from hunger that the troops, 
despite the scruples’ enjoined by the Koran, ate the 
carcases of camels which had died by the way. ‘*The 
army of deliverance’’ ingloriously turned back on its 
tracks. 


No Manna ‘or the Turk: 

Everybody remembers the troubles that Moses had 
with his own commissary department in this same 
desert. There was neither water nor food for an 
Israelitish or. a Turkish host. Moses was delivered 
by the miraculous supply of manna; but there was 
no manna for the Turks, and no east wind blew them 
a supply of quail As their advisers had warned 
them, even had the military obstacles been less, the 
defeat of ‘‘the army of deliverance’’ was assured in 
advance by the conditions of the desert. Modern 
military tactics require celerity and secrecy of move- 
ment, and this is impossible to any army on the Suez- 
Sinai Desert. Ever there hovered above the troops 
the relentless eves of the British aeroplanes, scanning 
every move made on the desert. 


The Mount of Mystery Captured 

Five thousand troops were left at the Beersheba 
base by the retreating Turkish army, in order to 
occupy the attention of the British. One detachment 
of soldiers went into the Sindi Peninsula, and after 
destroying the British quarantine station for Mecca 
pilgrims at Tor,—not a very pious act, it would seem, 
since Moslems would be the sufferers, —they captured 
the Monastery of St. Katharine. 

The scene of this operation, the Sinai Peninsula, 
has always been one of fascinating interest to Cliris- 
tians and Jews. Travelers on the Red Sea steamers 
crowd the rails to catch a glimpse of Mt, Sinai, since 
it is visible on clear days from the sea. Pilgrims by 
the hundred, especially from Russia, have journeyed 
thither annually, despite the hardships’ of travel. 
And in thousands of homes of Russia and Greece one 
may see as a precious treasure the framed certificate 
which the monks of St. Katharine’s give to pilgrims. 

The Bedouins on the Sinai Peninsula itself are 
ignorant and friendly, and more heathen than Mos- 
lem. They are supposed to be descendants of the 
original inhabitants of the region, one of whom, 
Jethro, was the father-in-law of Moses. It was here 
amid these shepherd folk that the daring Hebrew, 
reared in Pharaoh's palace, had fled for refuge after 
slaying an Egyptian. 

Undoubtedly there has been a church at the foot 
of the ‘* Mountain of the Law,"’ or Jebe/ Musa, since 
A. D. 385 ; indeed, in the early period of monas- 
ticism hundreds and thousands of monks and hermits 
resorted to Mt. Sinai from Al- 
exandria and Syria. Harassed 








The destruction of the cathedrais of Rheims and Louvain would seem inconsequential, Dr. Ellis believes, 
compared with the loss of the famous Monastery of St. Katharine, which has withstood the ravages of 


The photograph; reproduced from Dr. Hoskins’ “‘ From the Nile to Nebo,” shows 
the buildings and the gardens, and back of them the granite mass of the Mountain of the Law Rev. Dr. Franklin E. Hoskins, 


by hostile natives, these Chris- 
tian recluses appealed to the 
Emperor Justinian to build them 
achurch, and he, mindful of the 
strategic advantage of a fortress 
for the protection of trade and 
travel, erected the structure 
which has stood to the present 
day ; until now, for the first 
time, ithas been seized by Mos- 
lems. 


A Famous Fortress-Church 


A clear description of this 
famous old fortress-church, 
standing in a sublime valley 
of the Sinai group, at the foot 
of Jebel Musa, is given-by the 
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an American missionary scholar and traveler of Beirut, 
in his recent book, ‘‘ From the Nile to Nebo"’: 1 

“It is along pile of old buildings, enclosed by a 

high wall, on one side of which a few rusty cannon 

do sentinel duty. A lower wall encloses the ad- 
joining delightful gardens, which have been wrung 
by incessant toil from the rocky hillside. The for- 
tress has witnessed many a thrilling event in history, 
has withstood many an attack and siege, and shows 
marks inside and out of its stormy history. 

‘*The monastery is now a pilgrim shrine of the 
Greek Orthodox Church, and the kindly monks, 
about thirty in all, are severely taxed in providing 
accommodations for parties as large as one hundred, 
which come several times every year from Suez. 

‘«The main church is an early Christian basilica, 
containing a wealth of detail and symbolism of inter- 
est to the archeologist. The oldest part of the struc- 
ture is undoubtedly ‘The Chapel of the Burning 
Bush,’ said to mark the very spot where God appeired 
to Moses. All visitors must remove their shoes before 
entering. The dim light scarcely reveals the wealth 
of porcelain, chased silver, frescoes, and handsomely 
wrought lamps, 

Whatever else happens while the Turks hold pos- 
session of these accumulated treasures of the church, 
it is almost certain that all icons and images will be 
destroyed, because of the Meslem antipathy to all 
representations of the human features. Since the cross 


‘1 Dr. Hoskins’ book — be ordered from The Sunday School Times 


Co, at $3. postpaid t regarding it appears on page 
157 of this issue, 
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is an emblem odious in their eyes, efforts have doubt-. 
less also been made to obliterate all crosses trom the 
ancient church, 


The Great *‘ Find’’ on Mt. Sinai 

This romantic pile takes its name not from Moses 
or Elijah or Jethro, but from the legend of St. Kath-. 
arine, a Christian martyr of Alexandria, whose head- 
less body, the story runs, was carried by angels to the 
mouptain of the church which has taken her name. 
In the sacristy of the church her remains—a skull 
and hand, set in gold and embossed with jewels—are — 
shown to pilgrims. ; eet 

One great ‘‘ find’’—the most important of a schoi- 
arly nature in all Christian history—was made at this 
monastery when, in 1844, Tischendorf recovered from 
among a pile of manuscnpts, which the ignorant’ 
monks were using for fuel, the first and most precious 
of the ancient manuscripts of the New Testament. 
This is a complete copy of the present New Testa- 
ment, with the addition of the Epistle of Barnabas, 
and a large part of the Shepherd of Hermas. The date 


- of the writing of this manuscript was about 400 A. D. 


Remote from communication with the outside 
world, the detachment of Turkish soldiers now in 
possession of this historic pile will henceforth be the 
object of constant interest to the realm of scholarship, 
and also to the average person in all civilized lands. 

SWARTHMORE, Pa. 


The next article by Dr, Ellis in his remarkable series 
‘* Behind War’s Screen in Bible Lands,’ will deal di- 
rectly with Armenia, the martyr nation of modern days. 





A Mother’s Diary of a Billy Sunday Week 


By Harriet Purves Palmer 





No, this is not the record of an exceptional week culled out of the Trenton campaign. 
Mrs, Palmer has given the story of a woman's normal week. In a Billy Sunday cam- 


paign busy wives and mothers do impossible things. 


Trenton’s campaign closed 


with 16,745 recorded trail-hitters. The efficiency with which the local churches are 


taking hold promises even larger ‘‘ unrecorded ” results. 


took a stand for Christ. 
Baltimore is 


report for the 


Billy Sunday’s next city, the campaign beginning February 27: Dr. 
John H: Siréng. the widely-known pastor of the Bu | 
i 


liy Sunday News Bureau of The Sunday School Times the story of 


At the closing service 619 


taw Place Baptist Church,’ will 


what happens when the evangelist goes to his sucond largest city. 


HE rush of these campaign days affects even Sun- 
day ; for the Bible school begins at nine o’ clock, 
and before ten one must start for the tabernacle 

and join the throng pouring out quiet old Greenwood 
Avenue for one of, those Sabbath morning services 
that never fail to inspire and to arouse deeper love 
and loyalty. 

It was strange to have as a guest at our table this 
morning a man who came to Trenton a week ago to 
burglarize,—then an enemy to all, now a brother in 
Christ. His story of sin and conversion, as he told 
it to the Sunday-school, made a deep impression on 
the young people. 

The boys kept house for a while this afternoon 
while I stayed at the tabernacle, and I went from 
there to hear Miss Saxe’s address on ‘‘God's World- 
Wide Plan,"’ We were thrilled when at the call for 
volunteers seventy-six young women and girls rose 
to signify their willingness to serve wherever He 
should call them. It was a joy to find three of our 
own sweet young girls in that number when they gath- 
ered on the stage at the close of the service to have a 
personal word of encouragement and advice from Miss 
Saxe and Miss Miller, and to give their names and 
addresses, 


Monday.—We did not know what we were under- 
taking when we consented to work on the Business 
Women’s Committee; and I for one am glad, for I 
might have refused to serve, and thus have lost a joy 
that has come through my work with the girls at the 
business college. I had my first prayer-meeting with 
them to-day, using part of their noon hour, and we 
had thirty-seven present. They sang with enjovment, 
and teok part in Bible quotations and a few brief 
prayers, and it was a delight to feel: their. friendliness 
and sense of ownership in me, their committee woman. 

In my visits to take them tabernacle tickets I see 
only the key girl, the students being scattered in class- 
rooms ; but in the little prayer service we come close 
torone another. In talking with one to-day 1 found her 
ready to go into missionary work as soon .as the way 
should be opened,—the second in the school to, be 
willing for such service. 


The afternoon was spent in visiting several who 
are on, my prayer-list, and in. our church service to- 
night. we had a revelation of what is happening in 
our own circle, When the pastor called for words of 
testimony it was as if a stream at the flood had broken 
its barriers, for one after another eagerly :witnessed to 
the blessing they had received or the work they had 
been able to do. We will be a new church when we 
begin again our routine work, 


Tuesday.—I led the block prayer-meeting in our 
own neighborhood this morning. As we gather in 
this litle circle of earnest prayer there is a sweet sense 
of friendliness with one another and an intimate de- 
pendence upon Christ that is different from anything 
I have felt before. He has indeed unsealed lips long 
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Mr. and Mrs. Palmer had no more enthusiastic partners in 
their work in the Billy Sunday campaign than the three 
Palmer boys. Maxwell Palmer, the ay is seven ; 
his brother Francis,—“ Junior,” whom Mrs. almer speaks 
of,—is nine. Maxwell f a very definite opinion of 
Mr. Sunday, and he conceived the idea of writing an arti- 
cle,—as he knew his father was doing for The S y School 
Times. He secured the co-operation of his brother Francis, 
who copied it on the writer, adding a word or two of 
his own at the end. . Palmer purchased the article for 
two cents, and when the Publisher of the Times saw it on 
one of his visits to Trenton he secured the manuscript and 
paid five cents to the author. This is a copy of the article'as 
Junior put it on the typewriter. 





Rev. Maxwell Palmer 


Feb,, 11,1916, 
Sunday School Times 


Billy Sunday knows 
his Bible’ from cover 
to cover. I: have heard 
him and he is ‘a: wound- 
ful man. He’ was saying 


It is a pretty 
“picture. he is a 
grate man. 600 
men gave they he- 
arts to Jesus :Christ 





a pray when a man took | yesterday. I hope 

his picture. It is in that. more,.and more, 

the public ledger. peonle will give they, 
earts, too. 
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silent, and brought hope to hearts long burdened. 
We thought before the campaign opened we could 
not possibly keep up the morning prayer-meetings, 
but they have been a joy and a potent influence in 
the campaign. 


Wednesday.—Scores of beds were left unmade and 
dozens of stockings undarned, I am sure, when three 
hundred and fifty of us gathered for a union district 
prayer-meeting this morning, led by Mrs. Sunday. 
I can appreciate now Mr.. Sunday's name, ‘‘Ma 
Sunday,’’ for she seems to mother the whole com-. 
munity in heartfelt interest. At the close of the serv- 
ice she greeted all as they passed out of the door, and 
every cordial hand-clasp won a friend. One woman 
requested a message for a hospital sufferer and re- 
ceived a promise of flowers, Another asked for a 
visit to a shut-in mother, and, as her house was on 
the route home, Mrs. Sunday drove directly there. 
In a sunny room she found a dear, white-haired 
couple, and the five minutes spent there brought a 
blessing and joy that will linger for months in the 
hearts of the old people. A gift of flowers, a message 
of sympathy, a visit to an invalid,—they are little 
things, but they have become tangled in our heart- 
strings, and by such kindly acts have Mr. and Mrs, 
Sunday and those associated with them bound our 
hearts to theirs, wy . 

Wednesday is my ‘‘ day out,’’ and I arrange some 
happy plan for the children’s luncheon and afternoon 
so that I can be free for my work on the Business. 
Womian’s Invitation Committee. So, wearing the 
colors of the Business College, which is my special 
charge, I go to the Noon Day Meeting, where 
luncheon is served by the women of the churches, 
and Miss Miller has three meetings from 12 to 1.30 
in the room above for business girls. It is seldom 
that any girl leaves without attending one service. 
I search out and greet my students and pilot them 
into the meetings, which have greatly helped them, 
for Miss Miller reaches their hearts, 

And to the women who have made the luncheons 
possible has come a joy. .The making and serving of 
coffee may‘not seem a spiritual service, nor the caring 
for children in the nursery a means of soul-winning, 
but to many who could not undertake a Jarge work in 
this movement it has brought. the opportunity. of 
sharing in its burdens, and being -made, a. part..of its: 


1 phan 4,and their-laber of love has broughtmany lives 


under-the helpful influence of Miss Miller's addresses 
and Mr. Sunday’s sermons, 

Having my lunch there, I went to the ¥. W. C, A.. 
for our committee meeting. Thereports of the women 
told of prayer-meetings in stores, office- buildings, —and 
a surprising one in the post-office, where the leader ex- 
pected: four or five and found forty-two awaiting her. 
One employee, long in service, said, ‘‘It's the best 
half-hour spent heré in thirty-three years.’’ 

The joy of soul-winning bubbles out in the reports, 
and heart-searchings as to personal responsibility for 
our husiness girls in their amusements stir us to. the 
depths. A flying trip to the tabernacle to hear Miss 
Saxe on the organization of neighborhood Bible classes, 
a stop at the First Church to hear Mrs. Sunday again 
as she addressed the missionary society, and a few 
minutes at the school to give the reservation tickets 
for the tabernacle to my key girl, and home at five- 
thirty. It was a temptation to go to the Business 
Girls’ Council at six forty-five, but home needed me 
more than the girls, for I am a mother before a com- 
mittee woman. However, the little boys are willing 
to give up some of me as their share in the campaign 
of their beloved Billy Sunday... But as their represen- 
tative I must be earnestly at.work. 

‘¢How many girls did you bring to Jesus to-day, 
mother ?"’ asked Junior this afternoon, and they do 
not let me forget the prime object of all the meetings 
and committees, —the winning of souls for Christ. 


Thursday.—The weekly ‘‘ parlor-meeting ’’ was 
held at Mrs. Cook’s this morning. Mr. Sunday spoke 
on ‘‘ The Potter and His Clay,’” and at the close we 
were invited to attend a noonday shop-meeting at the 
Maddock Pottery. This was my first opportunity and 
I eagerly seized it. Exactly the same sermon was 
used, especially suited to the men and girls at work 
in the clay, but preached with much more zest. It 
was the audience that made the difference, —a pottery 


‘|< instead of a parlor, shirt-sleeves in place of silk gowns, 


cordial interest and not cool indifference. But the 
message, the love, and the yearning for human souls 
was the same in the drawing-room and in the shop. 


Friday.—Two blocks united this morning for their 
mowing. prayer-meeting at Mrs. K 's, which was 
led by:Miss Saxe in a clear, convincing Bible study 
on, ‘: Amusemenis."’ - Many: who have never thought 


























‘seriously on this subject 
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LESSON FOR MARCH Ig (Acts 8 : 26-40) 


before are giving up cards, 
duneing, and magus feeling that they are oT" 
due 


' blécks to others and consumers of 


the Master’s service. One woman said, “ cant tall 


you how happy 1 am sacs [ge a aie 


' regret the time I have wasted on the silly things."’ 


. sponsiveness to him, Our little 


Saturday.—Thousands of children flocked to the 
tabernacle this afternoon to hear Billy Sunday, and it 
was beautiful to see his love Se them and their re- 
boys enjoyed thor- 
re this service. The men from arrived 

prominent and influential’ men, 
brimete urgent advice to the Trenton men of affairs to 
priser, the work now and not wait until the end 
of the campaign to awake to its possibilities. While 


they and-the men of the Sunday party were being en- 





tertained downtown, the women of the Sunday Party 
were invited to dine at Mrs. G——’s, and it was.a 
detightful privilege to be asked there to meet them. 
It is a rare chance to be allowed to work under the 
guidance of such women, and I enjoyed the oppor- 
tunity of meeting them informally,—-all so different, 
but each one a.charming personality. We attended 
the tabernacle service together, a treat for me as I 
rarely go at night, feeling the seat is needed for those 
unable to attend in the day. It was a wonderful 
meeting, overflowing with the enthusiasm brought by 





Archeology and the Ethiopian Eunuch 


Why he is a living link between past and present 
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the Syracuse men, and resulting in the reconsecration 


of some of our own strong men and women to a more’ 


loving, loyal service of Christ. 
back over this week, so different it the 


usual routine, I realize how it has enriched. my life. 


I have had to leave a room undusted some days ; it 
has been necessary to sit up late to keep the basket of 
mending and darning from overflowing ; often the 
dessert has been a jar of fruit and a plate of wafers 
instead of a pudding or cake. But the home has not 
suffered. There has come a new spirit in our rela- 
tions as we have talked of those we could 
win, as we have sacrificed time or comfort or some 
pleasure for the sake of the work. Even the little 
seven-year-old has felt the spirit of consecration and 
a longing to help in the Masters work. 

When the plumber was at work here one morning 
it was natural for Junior to say, ‘‘ Father, have you 
spoken to him yet about Jesus?’’ That man was 
among those who ‘struck the trail’ last night. 

A few more days and our life-stream will again flow 
in its accustomed channel, meals at regular hours 
and daily duties undisturbed. But the stream will be 
deeper and clearer, less foam and more power, and I 
trust that the fields through which it flows may be 
beautiful in flowers and fruit. 


TRENTON, N. J. 
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By Professor Melvin Grove Kyle, D.D., LL.D. 








It 1s not merely as a blessed example of how to do personal work that Philip’s expe- 

rience with the Ethiopian eunuch is given such prominence in the Spirit's narrative 

of Christian beginnings. ~As the archeologist follows the trail of this black man,—or 

African Jew,—he sees that-the omission of his supernatural transaction with Philip 
would leave an incomplete Pentecost. 


ECENTLY I was asked to join a company of 
‘scholars for the study of the Ethiopic language 


‘and literature. The language and literatire of’ 


Ethiopia! Has the black mana past? Yes, a past ; 
a long—dare I say a cultured ?—past. At least the 
black men of the Bantu country speak a language 
that attained a development of the inflectional devices 
of language unsurpassed in the known history of the 
world. The tribes of the cannibal country of Central 
Africa exhibit the most elaborate, graded system of 
courts and methods of judicial procedure ever devel- 
oped independently by any people in isolation. 

And very real is the Ethiopic literature from the 
Abyssinian country, which opens to the student a 
bright field and an inspiring chapter.of early Christian 
history, a history which harks back for its Christian 
beginning to the Ethiopian eunuch, and for its remote 
foundations and source far bevond that to the Disper- 
sion of the Jews throughout the world, and farther 
still into the shades of antiquity to that patriarchal 
civilization which had its southern development in the 
realm of the Queen of Sheba, -as it had its highest 
northern development in the land of the Bible heroes 
in the days of Solomon. 


A Slave Becomes a World Figure 

Already the Ethiopian eunuch, this black (?) man 
by the wayside on his homeward journey, begins to 
assume an importance never before had in our eyes. 
Why such a significant place given to a slave, and 
one of the poor unfortunates- of the world in the very 
beginnings of the gospel? How was this incident 
worthy of special note? Why this heavenly ministry ? 
these aerial doings? this rapture of a deacon of the 
early church in the saving of this man of Queen Can- 
dace’s realm ? 

It is characteristic of miracles that they are signifi- 
cant. Otherwise they are not believable. This is 
the answer to the well-known gibe of the skeptical 
scientist, that, if one reported in these days that he 
had seen a Centaur trotting down Regent Street, 
London, no one would believe him, not even those 
who believe Bible miracles. Of course not ; nor if 
he reported that he had seen a man with a pumpkin 
for a head, or a dog that walked on its tail. Bivie 
miracles are never of such sort. God never does 
anything grotesque, nor simply to make the multitude 
gape and stare. The Almighty is not a prestidigita- 
tor. It is an essential characteristic of a miracle 


that-it be significant; have, indeed, a high ‘moral - 


purpose. So these heavenly doings concerning the 
Ethiopian eunuch will be found to be significant, to 
the end of some great and holy purpose, or they will 
not be believable. What is-that significance? 

There is introduced to us ‘‘a man of Ethiopia."’ 
Almost the whole of revelation in the word of God 
was made to us through Providence or in Person. 
Providence gave us that wonderful inspired history 
of Israel, in which every step of the Christian life is 
exemplified, Then all the symbols and types of that 
period of providential revelation are fulfilled in the 
life and teachings and example and sacrifice of a 
Person, the Son of God, 

Now when we come to the dissemination of this 
gospel by the preaching and writing of the apostles 
and evangelists, we find again the same miracie in 
providence manifest that was so clearly exhibited in 
the wilderness history of Israel. The remarkable— 
and also remarkably overlooked-—element in the Pen- 
tecostal gift is the geography of the Pentecostal bless- 
ing. Most people hurry over the list of names in that 
story as a tiresome detail comparable to the tiresome- 
ness of the list of names in the genealogical lists, ac- 
cording to the popular opinion. Yet those lists are 
proving very juicy to those who know how to get the 
juice out of them. 

Let us learn again, and just here, the value of geo- 
graphical notes in biblical study by tracing on the 
map the geography of Pentecost. ‘‘ Parthians’’ from 
the remote northeastern border of the civilized world ; 
then ‘‘ Medes and Elamites’’ from the great sub- 
jected civilization of the Persian empire to the bor- 
ders of China and India; ‘‘dwellers in Mesopota- 
mia,’’ who would carry the gospel to the center of 
Semitic civilization; ‘‘Judea,’’ the home mission 
land; then ‘*Cappadocia, in Pontus, and Asia, 
Phrygia and Pamphylia’’ of the old Hittite Empire, 
long ere that time incorporated in the Roman Empire; 
then ‘‘in Egypt, and in the parts of Libya about 
Cyrene,’’ among the tribes of the North African 
provinces; ‘‘and strangers of Rome,’’ to carry the 
gospei to the great capital, all ‘‘Jews and _prose- 
lytes’’ ; together with ‘‘Cretes and Arabians,'’ from the 
sea and from the desert. One region is wanting in 
this first preaching of the gospel to.all nations, that 
ancient center of civilization in-:southern Arabia and 
northeastern: Africa. This ‘‘man of Ethiopia"’ was 
a, preacher, in the providence of God, to supply that 
lack. 

Who was this ‘‘ man ‘of Ethiopia’’? «A eunuch 
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of great authority,"’ probably a slave, or, if a freed- 
man, made so by the favor of his master. A slave? 
a man under the yoke, of no consequence in the in- 
fluential circles of the world? No, far from it A 
slave, probably, yes; but a slave of the wronged un- 
fortunates of the ancient Oriental world—alas, also 
still of the Oriental world—who seemed, in compen- 
sation for the wrong the world had done them, to 
develop. an almost preternatural cunning, and who 
were, through the debasing use made of them, afforded 
far-reaching and almost uncontrollable opportunities, 
and who so used their opportunities that they came to 
be ofttimes a secret power behind the throne. Used 
as they were by the king as the chief ts of his 
secret service, they developed for themselves a secret 
service that made them at times the sors of very 
dangerous power in the realm. Such am an of oppor- 
tunity was the ‘* man of Eth 

This eunuch under Queen Candace «had charge of 
her treasures,’ was chancellor of the exchequer, sec- 
retary of the treasury, and that, not in a constitutional 
government with many limitations, but in an Oriental 
monarchy of almost unrestrained sway. Does any 
one need to be told the significance of gaining for the 
Kingdom anywhere the man who holds the purse- 
strings? Queen Candace’s ‘‘treasures'’ would be no 
paltry charge. For a long time there was a line of 
such queens over a great Ethiopic realm in Roman 
times. Candace was one of this line. That there 
was political connection between Ethiopia and Seba 
(or Sheba), and historical connection between this 
Candace and the Queen of Sheba who came to King 
Solomon to investigate his ‘fame concerning ‘the 
name of the Lord,’’ does not admit of demonstration, 
but it is a practical certainty. A glimpse of the wealth 
of Candace’s realm and * o the treasures brought by 
the Queen of Sheba to King Solomon is afforded by 
the rich bronzes brought from the ruins of that realm 
by the Expedition of the University of Pennsylvania, 
and another suggestion of the possibilities of the same 
realm is afforded in recent years by the discovery of 
Professor Sayce in China that some of the finest of the 
ancient chinaware was introduced into the Celestial 
Empire from this same Ethiopian land of which Can- 
dace came to be queen. 

If, now, to such privileges as those afforded the 
treasurer of Queen Candace, a good man should 
come, what an opportunity for the kingdom of God 
will arise with him. Such was this ‘*man from Ethi- 
opia.”’ He ** had been up to Jerusalem to worship.”’ 
Was he then, indeed, a black man from Ethiopia? a 
proselyte to the Jewish faith? or was he a Jew who 
had wandered thus far south, been taken captive and 
degraded to the condition of a eunuch ? 


The Jews in Africa 

It is impossible to say with certainty in which direc- 
tion the truth lies here. Either of these alternatives 
is quite in accord with the known conditions. There 
was a large and important colony of Jews-in Egypt, 
away up as far as Assuan, at the First Cataract, in the 
days of Nehemiah ; indeed, Jewish influence was 
strong in the Ethiopian realm in the days of the 
Queen of Sheba. The most significant thing in the 
whole account of her visit to King Solomon is that she 
came when she ‘‘heard of the fame of Solomon con- 
cerning the name of the Lord.”’ 

So Jews thus may well have found their way into 
the realm of Queen Candace, carrying with them their 
religion and making proselytes of the black men of 
the African land, Equally well this man may have 
been a Jewish captive or descendant of a captive, kept 
a slave, but who, like many of this unfortunate class 
of eunuchs, had arisen to high place of authority and 
of almost unlimited opportunity. 

But whether black man or Jew, he was a godly man 
who had been up to Jerusalem ‘‘to worship."’ Now 
he read the Messianic prophecy of Isaiah and pon- 
dered by the wayside on his long tedious journey over 
the strange words of One who was still to him the 
‘coming One’’ for the blessing of the world. Such 
a man of power, on such a mission of piety, was 
chosen to complete the geography of the Pentecostal 
blessing,—to give now the message of a Saviour come, 
a Saviour crucified, and a Saviour crowned. Then 
the heavenly intervention having accomplished its 
purpose,. Philip was snatched away and this ‘‘ man of 
Ethiopia,’’ who held the reins of world-power in the 
same hands that held the reins of his chariot horses, 
moved on his way to fulfil his particular mission in 
the preaching of the gospel to ‘‘all nations’’ and to 
receive the promise, ‘‘ Lo, I am with you.’’ Out of 
his mission grew the Ethiopic. Christian literature, 
and chiefly because of him the Ethiopic language is 
worth ‘studying to-day. 

PHILADELPHIA. 
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. 2% But an ngnet the Lord spake unto Philip, saying, Arise, 

the south unto the that goeth down from 
The Lesson Pilot ‘amen: Daten te ek eae 
By Charles Gallaudet Trumbull 


Getting Started in Class 


; HICH way gets the largest results: aching 
W Christ to men in large numbers or telling men 

individually, one at a time, about rist ? 
Let the class discuss this question. Then ask, Who 
wins more souls to Christ, Billy Sunday, or the in- 
dividual personal workers in the Sunday campaigns ? 

Both methods are directed by God, and show large 
results, Preaching to multitudes has been compared 
with artillery fire in warfare; it breaks down fortifi- 
cations, opens up the ranks of the enemy, and is a 
necessary epipesstion for and preliminary to band- 
to-hand fighting. Individual evangelism has been 
likened to the work of the sharpshooter, or any form 
of engagement where one man picks his one man. 

What would happen to the great work of Billy 
Sunday and other similar evangelists if all Jersonal 
evangelism in connection with their work stopped ? 
There would be an immense falling off in numbers 
of conversions. Personal work is the heart of great 
evangelistic campaigns. ‘The man on the platform 
preaches; individual workers in large numbers move 
among the hearers and one by one lay the claims of 
Christ upon them. 

A striking fact, used before in these columns, is 
worth repeating here. There are one hundred mil- 
lion persons in the United States. Suppose you were 
the only Christian among these one hundred millions 
to-day. Suppose you win one other soul of the hun- 
dred million to Christ to-day, then you two prayer- 
fully win one soul each to Christ to-morrow. On the 
following day you four do the same, each winning 
one soul to Christ. On the following day the eight 
repeat this. If each of these Christians and the 
newly won Christians should win one soul a day to 
Jesus, how long would it take for the one hundred 
million souls in the United States to be won to Him ? 
Just'one month from the time the first one began. . 

The “slow” metho, of, one-by-one evangelism 
would not be so slow, after all, if we all got at it. 
Our Background Material we 

We enter upon a new one of the five Periods cov- 
ered by the book of Acts, according to the plan pre- 
sented by Dr. James M. Gray in his article Studying 
the Book of Acts for Yourself,” in ‘The Sunday School 
Times of December 18, 1915. 

Review the five Periods as follows: 


one Period, chapters 1-7. 
alestine Period, 8-12. 

Asia Minor Period, 13 to 15 : 35. 
Greece Period, 15 : 36 to 20, 
Rome Period, 21-28. 


ran to him, and 
said, Understandest thou what thou readest ? 3 And he said, 


reading Isaiah 


How can I, except some one shall guide me 
sought Philip to come up and sit with him. 32 Now the pas- 

sage of the scripture which he was reading was this, 

2 He was led as a sheep to the slaughter ; 
And as a lainb before his shearer is dumb, 
So he neth not his mouth ; 
33 Iv his humiliation his judgment was taken away : 
His generation who shall declare ? 
For his life is taken from the earth. 

a4 And the eunuch answered Philip, and said; I pray thee, of 
whom speaketh the prophet this? of himself, or of some other? 
35 And Philip opened his mouth, and beginning from this 
scripture, ® preached unto him Jesus, 36 And as they went on 
’ the wey they came unto a certain water ; and the eunuch saith, 
Behold, kere is water ; what doth himder me to be baptized ?* 
bpm he commanded the chariot a stand still: and they 
th went down into the water, both Philip and the eunuch ; 
and he baptized him. = when they came up out of the 
water, the Spirit of the Lord caught away Philip; and the 
eunuch saw him no more, for he went on his way rejoicing. 
4° But Philip was found at Azotus: and passing through he 
preached the gospel to all the cities till he came to Caesarea. 
1 Or, at noon Comp. ch, 22.6. 2 Is. lili. 7f. % Gr. dring good tid- 
ings of. * Some ancient authorities insert, wholly or in » ver. 37 
And Philip said, If thou +elievest with all thy heart, thou mayest. 
re he answered and said, I believe that Jesus Christ 1s the Son of 


The American Revision copyright, 1901, by Thomas Nelson & Sons. 
5 4 


Your Lesson Questions Answered 
These references are usually to paragraphs in lesson articles in 
this issue, indicated by bold-face figures. 

Verse 26.—In what form did an angel of the Lord ap- 
pear unto Philip? (Griffith Thomas, II, 2.) 

_ _ Verse 27.—-What else is known of Candace, queen of 
the Ethiopiits? (Griffith Thomas, II, 2; Dr. Kyle, page 
153.). ‘Was the ‘Ethiopian eunuch a Jewish (proselyte? 
Griffith Thomas, II], 3; Mackie, 2; Dr. Kyle.) Where 
was Ethiopia? (Griffith Thomas, II, 2; Lesson Scenes; 
Dr. Kyle.) 

Verse 28.—In what form was the prophet Isaiah that he 
was reading? (Griffith Thomas, II, 3.) 

Verse 29.—Why does the Spirit speak in this case and 
an angel in the other case? (Griffith Thomas, I], 4.) 
Verse 30.— Why was the eunuch reading aloud? 

fith Thomas, II, §.) 


Verses 32, 33.— What is the Jews’ explanation of this pas- 
sage in Isaiah? (Griffith Thomas, II, 6; Mackie, 3.) 

Verse 35.—What probably was Philip’s method of re- 
vealing Jesus from this Old Testament passage? (Griffith 
Thomas, II, 6; Illustration, 4; Baldwin, 4.) 

Verse 36.—What was the probable character of the 
water they came to? | (Griffith ‘Thomas, I], 7.) Is it proba- 
ble that the eunuch knew anything about baptism before 
Philip’s talk with him? (Griffith Thomas, I], 7.) Why 
is verse 37 omittted in the Revised Version? (Griffith 
Thomas, IJ, 8.) 

Verse 38.—What gave Philip the authority to. baptize 
the eunuch? (Griffith Thomas, I], 9.) To whom was 
this authority given? (Griffith Thomas, II, 9.) 

Verse 39.—In what way did the Spirit of the Lord catch 
Philip away? (Grifhth Thomas, II, 9.) 

Verse 40.— Where was Azotus? (Griffith Thomas, II, 
10.) What city did Philip preach the gospel in? (Grif- 
fith Thomas, II, 10.) _Where was Caesarea? (Griffith 
Thomas, II, 10.) 


(Grif- 


Under each of these Periods the Scripture material 
divides into different sections, eight such sections 
being included in the Jerusalem Period (see Dr, Gray’s 
article, or the Lesson Pilot of February 19). 

The first section under the second or Palestinian 
Period is: Philip in Samaria, 8 : 1-40. 


The Lesson Itself 


The references, except as otherwise noted, are to lesson-articles 
in this issue. Boldface figures:at the end of certain paragraphs in 
those articles will help in quickly locating the references. 

Was Samaria a promising or an unpromising field 
for evangelism by Christian Jews? 

The worst field in. the world, from the human 
standpoint. See what Dr. Griffith Thomas (I, 2) says; 
and Mr. Ridgway (1). But a great revival broke out 
(vs. 5-25). is not hindered by human improba- 
bilities. God's ways are not man’s ways (Isa. 55: 8). 

And the leader of the revival was a ‘ business 
man,” one of the ‘‘seven” (Griffith Thomas, I, 3). e 
Evangelism is just as much the business of the busi- 
ness man as of the minister. 

Then the leader of this great revival, while it is at 
its height, drops his work there and goes away into 
an unpopulated region, where he is not likely to see 
anybody (see Dr. Mackie, 3, on what the ‘‘ desert” 
was). Why did he do so? 

Bring out all the facts you can about the Ethiopian 
officer and his country and queen; see Dr. Griffith 
Thomas (II, 2, 3), Mr. Rogers (1, 2), and Dr. Kyle's 
illuminating article on page 153. 

Philip had undoubtedly asked God to use him to 
win souls; God was apewering : and part of God's 
answer was the peoparing of the souls whom he was 
yoing to use Philip to win. It is always so. If you 
ask God to make you a soul-winner God starts pre- 
paring others for you to win. Notice how the Fat - 
ration had been going on in the Ethiopian (Griffith 
Thomas, H, §,7; Mrs. Baldwin, 2). 

Now get the class to discover, from the lesson story, 








as many important points for effective personal evan- 
gelism as they can. Here are some: 

The most effective soul-winner must be completely con- 
trolled and led by the Holy Spirit (v. 26). 

He must recognize that it may be more important to 
speak to one person than to many. 

He is not to shrink from ‘‘ evangelizing ’’ a person of 
high rank, higher in the social or business scale than him- 
self, if God so directs. 

He ‘must know his Bible; it is an indispensable part of 
his equipment, 1 - (See Mrs. Baldwin, 4; vs. 30-35). 





1 One of the best helps to the use of the Bible in personal soul-win- 
ning, is: the Christian Workers’.Testament, arrap) by Ralph C: 
Norton in connection with Dr. Chapman, to be had from The Sunday 
School Times Company at 60-cents, cloth; $r, leather; it gives a 
valuable list of Scripture references to help doubters, seekers, the un- 
saved, and backsliders ; and the text is specially printed to. make easy 
reference possible, 


“MARCH 19. PHILIP AND THE ETHIOPIAN _ 


Golden Text: Understandest thou what thou readest ?—Acts 8 : 30b 


2 ts) 05... MARCH 4, 1916 


What seems 'to us like the place of no opportunity may 
be the place of biggest Bova <0 oll 

Personal work is to be done in dead earnest (Round 
Table, 1). ; 

Personal work is to be done promptly, quickly, on the 
jump, if God so directs (Round Table, 2; Mrs. Baldwin, 3). 

A question is often a a way to n an interview in 

mah St soul-winning.2 It des ‘oe other man out, 

r. Griffith Thomas (II, §) shows the tactfulness of Philip’s 
opening question. 

We should know the Scripture so well that we can start 
from any verse in it and preach Jesus (v. 35). And we are 
to stick to Jesus in our evangelism (Round-Table, 3). 

We are to pray and converse with the definite purpose 
of letting the Lord carry the matter through to a finish, 
Philip undoubtedly was praying for that ; the answer came, 

We are not to be superficial, not to accept a confession 
of faith in Christ too easily, Philip challenged the Ethi- 
opian’s belief, after the latter had asked to be baptized, by 
verse 37 (King James Version), We must be absolutely 
clear that the one we are winning really understands what 
he is doing, and clearly accepts Jesus as the Son of God 
and as his personal Saviour, 


Teaching Points 

A constant surprise in personal work is the way in 
which the one we are seeking opens up the way with un- 
expected directness, as did the Ethiopian (v. 31). 

There is no need of a ‘‘reaction”’ after winning a soul, 
Philip had noné; the immediately following verse (40) 
finds him preachfng ‘‘ the ee to all the cities.”’ If 
Christ is our Life, we need have no reactions. In him 
we can keep everlastingly at it; and we ought to, for ‘‘ the 
night cometh, when no man can work’’ (John 9: 4). 

Soul-winning is always supernatural. No man can ace 
complish it. It is wholly and exclusively the work of God, 
though God uses men in it. It is always to be entered 
upon in earnest prayer, and in complete and joyous de- 
pendence upon Jesus Christ working. through his Holy 
Spirit (Griffith Thomas, II, 11;, Mrs., Baldwin, 1.) 

One of the most effective leaflets published in awakening 
Christians to the privilege and oe ‘of personal evans 
gelism is entitled ‘‘Supposé,’’ and may be obtained from 
The Great Commission Prayer League, 808 La Salle Av- 
enue, Chicago, without charge. 

Not every individual personal soul-winner can be a 
preacher to audiénces ; but every preacher to audiences 
ought to be a personal soul-winner, 


Questions for Study and Discussion 

‘*There is sin in your heart if you are not doing personal 
soul-winning.’’ Is this true? 

Was the conversion of the Ethiopian ‘‘ unreasonably ” 
quick ? 

How can we tell when the promptings and impulses that 
we have to do Christian work are from God, and when 
they may be merely from ourselves or even from Satan? 


A Glimpse of Next Sunday’s Lesson 
| For the teacher to give the class a week ahead. The suggestions 
and questions are for the members’ own preparation. } 


Review: The Great Multitude (Read Rev. 7 : 9-17). 


The best thing that Jesus ever did for this world, 
after he had died for our sins and had risen from. the 
dead, was to leave this world. Not until, in his res- 
urrection body, he had ascended and gone away from 
his disciples, could he do for them that which from 
all eternity he had been planning to do. The Quar- 
ter’s lessons are God’s own record of the ** greater 
things " that were possible for the Church of Christ 
because Jesus in his bodily and visible presence was 
taken away. We whe are living while he is away 
from the earth in his bodily presence are egies. 3 far 

e he 


greater privilege than had we lived only whi 

was here in his bodily presence. Let us find out be- 
fore next Sunday, as we read the lessons of the 
Quarter, why this is so. 


Name some of the brightest-light experiences that shine 
out during the Quarter’s lessons, 

Name some of the darkest shadows found in the Quar- 
ter’s lessons. 

What seems to you to be the greatest miracle of the 
Quarter ? : 

Toward what two great events did the first lesson of the 
Quarter look forward? 

What persons make up the ‘great multitude ’’ in verse 
9 of Revelation 7? (the review Scripture.) 

What is “‘ the great tribulation’ mentioned in Revela- 
tion 7: 14? 

PHILADELPHIA, 


2 Effective soul-winners often wear a button in the lapel of their 
coats centainin; ee latge question-mark. If some one asks 
what it means, the reply is, “‘ ‘he Great Question."” Then the claime 
of Jesus can easily be taken up. 


“LESSON FOR MARGH 16 (Acts 8 : 26-40) 


Mastering the 





_ LJ} ANDPICKED fruit is alwa 
is the familiar saying 


the best.” This 
ptive of fruit 
taken by hand in contrast with that which 
comes as the result of — a tree, So also it may 
be said that individual work for Christ is often more 
productive and permanent than a general appeal by 
means of a sermon or of an address. Here we have 
the first instance of individual dealing with a soul, 
and it is thus in remarkable contrast with the crowds 
on the Day of Pentecost and even with those in 
Samaria. 5 HE: Clay Trumbull’s book, ‘* Individual 
Work for Individuals” (Association Press, New York 
City, 25 cents, paper, 50 cents, cloth), and the book 
arranging the same material for personal or class 
study, ‘‘ Taking Men Alive,” by C. G. Trumbull 
(Association Press, 60 cents, cloth, go cents, paper), 
and similar books on — work, show how the 
same thing is being done to-day. But this is the 
very earliest example and may well be a model. 


1. Surroundings of the Lesson 

.—The death of Stephen caused a great 
dispersion of the Christians in Jerusalem (8: 1, 4). 
The result was the first evangelistic tour (vs..5-24). 
Thus was opened the next stage of Christ’s purpose 
for his Church (1:8). Philip, one of the seven (6: 5), 
was the instrument used to begin the work jin Sa- 


maria: The Samaritans, although living in Pales- 
tine, were very hostile to the Jews ‘hey: were 
ewish. and partly of heathen descent. 


rtly of 
The oe hiped the true God, received the Penta- 
teuch, and looked for the Messiah (John 4: 25), but 
were divided from the Jews by ‘‘a separate priest- 
hood, a.rival temple, and a bitter national antagon- 
ism” (Luke.g; 53; John 4:9). The beginnings of 
Christianity in Samaria (8 : 5-25) should be carefully 
studied so as to link on the story with the present 
lesson. (1) 
‘The Book.—This lesson comes from the second 
main ‘section of Acts (6:8 to 9:31), which, as we 
have seen, has three parts dealing respectively with 
Stephen, Philip, and Saul. 
“Date.—Although unknown, it is usually thought to 
be about A.D. 36. See Stirling’s ‘‘ Atlas,” page 4, 
Nos. 1-9 (Fleming H. Revell Co., New York City; 4o 
cents net). 


H. The Lesson 


The Earnest Inquirer (vs, 26-28).—It is quite un- 
known how the angel appeared to Philip, though it 
must mean some supernatural communication. Philip 
was called away from the busy work in Samaria to go 
toward the south in the direction of the city of Gaza, 

uite close to the shore, the most southern of the five 

hilistine cities. As it was a desert, the contrast 
between it and his work in Samaria must have been 
striking, but he was soon taught the reason for this 
surprising change, - A man of Ethiopia of high posi- 
tion was returning from Jerusalem, where he had, 
been to worship. It is thought that the Ethiopia re- 
ferred to here is the modern Nubia or Abyssinia and 
some think that it. corresponds to the Soudan. It is 
certainly attractive to think of the man coming from, 
say, Khartoum. The name Candace is like Pharaoh, 
expressive of a dynasty, not a person. (2) 

t would seem as though the man were a Jewish 
proselyte, having somehow or other seen sufficient 
reason: to accept the Jewish religion (Psa. 68: 31). 
His position would be something like a Secretary of 
State or ‘‘Chancellor of the Exchequer.” He was 
evidently a sincere and earnest man, for he had come 
quite 1,200 miles to worship and was still intently 
concerned with Scripture, desiring to know more. 
He would pretty certainly be reading the Greek ver- 
sion of the Prophet Isaiah. (3) 

The Lowly Learner (vs. 29-35).—Philip was soon 
made aware of why he was taken away from his 
work, for God by his Spirit told him what to do, 
Although by the Spirit as mentioned here and an 
angel before, a divine supernatural communication 
would be essentially the same, even though with a 
different method. Thus God’s Providence was bring- 
ing these two men near each other. They would 
meet for a while and then part, perhaps forever, and 
yet great results would come from their meeting. It 
is wonderful to notice the beautiful blend and har- 
mony of the divine and the human in this story. (4) 

In Eastern fashion the man was reading aloud 
(1 Tim. 4: 13), and going up to him Philip politely 
and yet frankly asked him whether he understood 
what he was reading. There is no abruptness in 
this inquiry, for the original has a little particle which 
suggests something like our, ‘*‘ Quite so, but do you 
understand what yeu are reading.” The man at 
once expressed his ignorance and at the same time 
his willingness to learn by inviting Philip to sit by 
him ima‘the chariot. This shows the humility of the 


By the Rev. Professor W. H. Griffith Thomas, D.D. 


‘particularly wanted to know whether the 
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man and: his readiness to be taught by a perfect 
stranger. ; 

‘The Ethiopian was ‘n difficulty as to the meaning of 
what is tous a familiar passage (Isaiah 53), and he 
phet was 
Teferring to himself or to some one else. The thought 
of verse 33 seems to be that in his low estate a right- 
eous decision was denied him and his race ‘was so 
wicked that they even took away his life by violence. 
But a careful comparison should be made between 
this Greek version and Isaiah 53: 8, which gives a 
slightly different idea of the latter clause. The Jews 
usually interpret this passage either of the Prophet 

eremiah or more generally of the whole nation, and 
t is very significant that the chapter does not.appear 
in the calendar of the Jewish synagogue lessons as 
now used. They read chapter 52 and chapter 54, but 
not tifis. Perhaps its association with Jesus Christ 
makes it too familiar for them. It is impossible to 
interpret it of a nation, for it is too personal, and:no 
one in Jewish history ever experienced what is said 
here, Ihe result of the eunuch’s inquiry was that 
Philip took this passage and explained it to him in 
the light of what he knew about the Lord Jesus 
Christ. No doubt he showed how Jesus of Nazareth 
fulfilled the Scripture by his life and suffering and 
his atoning death. (6) 

The Faithful Follower (vs. 36-40).—We do not 
know how long the two men were together, but Philip 
doubtless bore his own personal testimony to an ex- 
perience of Jesus Christ. This must have led to an 
intense desire on the part of the Ethiopian to enter 
into a like experience, and we are not surprised at 
the rapid growth of his attitude, because of the long 
preparation before by means of the Scripture. As 
they went on their way they arrived at a place where 
there was water and the eunuch at once said: ‘‘See! 
Water! What doth hinder me to be baptized?” It 
was either a stream or a 1, and itis more than 
mrss that the eunuch knew about baptism before 

hilip talked, though Phihp would naturally speak 
of the opportunity of decision for Christ’as. the ex- 
pression of his fe, attitude. The Ethiopian may 
also have heard of Christianity in Jerusalem. (7) 

Verse 37 is omitted in the Revised Version because, 
although the condition is true in itself, the actual 
gry is not supported by the best manuscripts. 

t is thought to have crept into the text of some 
authorities from a marginal note. But although not 
to be inserted in the text, faith is always put as 
the requirement for baptism in such a case (2: 41; 
16: 30-33). (8) 

Philip’s work naturally included the right and au- 
thority to baptize as he had done in Samaria (3: 12). 
This decision for Christ by the Ethiopian was im- 
mediate, absolute and submissive, and then the Spirit 
of the Lord took away Philip while the eunuch went 
on his way home full of joy. Wedo not know how 
the Spirit actually removed Philip, though it was 
doubtless by some divine leading as before (v: 26). 
The eunuch’s joy was doubtless due to his conscious- 
ness of sin forgiven, of light received, of spiritual 
peace and liberty, andit is no stretch of the imagina- 
tion to think of him bearing witness on his return 
home, perhaps even tothe queen herself. It would 
be particularly interesting if we might associate the 
founding of a Christian church in Abyssinia with 
this man. (9) 

Meanwhile, Philip continued his work at the city 
of Azotus, or Ashdod, twenty miles north of Gaza, 
and going from place to shies he proclaimed the 
gospel until at last he reached Cesarea, the well- 
known city on the coast in the north, some fifty miles 
from Azotus. (10) 


111. Central Truths 


The lesson is full of teaching, especially in regard 
to the essential requirements for personal work. 
But, perhaps, it will be best to concentrate attention 
on the thoughts connected with the Golden Text: 
‘*Understandeth thou what thou readest?” 

1. Zhe Word of God.—The divine revelation in 
Scripture is very prominent’ here, and. should be 
considered from God's standpoint and from our own. 
He gives the message and we are to receive and 
ponder it. The question, ‘‘ Understandest thou” is 
a simple yet searching enquiry. It is not how much 
we read, but how well; not how many verses or 
chapters, but how. many thoughts. Scripture calls 
especially for meditation, and this has been well- 
defined as ‘attention with intention.” The eunuch 
is a model for all those who wish to know and are 
willing to learn. This attitude toward Christianity 
is ‘cértain'to bring blessing. _° 

2. The Sexvant.of, God,—The work of Philip 
to, explain.the Scripture and: to point the Ethiopian 
to the Lord Jesus Christ. Weoften ask to-day which 


WAS. 
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; ‘has the most -power, the pulpit or the press or the 


platform. But whatever we may say about the 
written communication; there will always be a need 
of the personal element, the man as well as the 


writing. ‘‘ How can I, except some one shall guide 
me?” Preaching has been well-defined by Phillips 
Brooks as ** Tru Word 


eytes personality.” 
of God ded the truth and Philip the personality. 
3. The Lamé of God.—In the message given 
Philip to the eunuch concerning the person and wor 
‘of Christ, the Son of God and the Lamb of God, it 
‘was shown that the sacrifice referred toin Isaiah 
was realized in Jesus Christ in his atoning death. 
"This is always the heart of all true preaching. We 
must never go far away from the Atonement. As 
Denney has well said, ‘* The center of gravity in the 
New Testament is not Bethlehem, but Calvary.” . 
4. The Spirit of God.—This is the crowning thought 
connected with the story. First of all, Philip was 
gaites by the Spirit to speak to the Ethiopian, 
‘hen it was the Spirit that blessed the Word, illu- 
minated the mind and saved the man's soul, From 
first to last the Spirit of God was at work, and this is 
essential in all true service. The Bible by itself will 
be a dull and dead book unless iHuminated by the 
Spirit. The heart of man will continue * dead in 
trespasses and sins” unless the truth of God enters 
into it by the Spirit. And so the Word of God, the 
Servant of God and the Lamb of God are associated 
with the Spirit of God in order to bring salvation and 
blessing. This is the way to understand what we 
read and to be able to say from personal experience, 
“Thy Word is Truth.” (11) 


IV. The Lesson Outlined 
1. The Earnest Enquirer (Psalm 1). 
2. The Lowly Learner (Psalm 119: 9-19). 
3. The Faithful Follower (Luke 24 : 25-32). 
Wycuirre CoLLece, Toronto, 


< 
The Busy Men’s Corner 
By William H. Ridgway 


Ep:tor’s Note.—Mr. Ridgway’s column this week covers the im- 
portant material between last week’s lesson and this, on the revival 
in Samaria, 

Opposition.— 7 hey therefore... went about preach- 
ing the word (v.4). Fromthe very beginning Chris- 
tianity has always thrived under opposition. There 
is one distinctive quality which all truth has. YOU 
CANNOT SUPPRESSIT. Yes, Saul of ‘Tarsus was 
busy persecuting. So was Philip busy preaching. 
When the ex-thief opened the Water Street Mission 
for its blessed career of putting religion into New York 
slums, Mr. Slum was.on hand with decayed vege- 
tables for the windows and big mouths for the hall. 
But Jerry McAuley flourished amazingly, and these 
very throwers and shouters became his converts and 
right-hand men. Nothing amounts to much if there 
be no resistance. Electricity. Take note of the 
* lightness” of those fellow-citizens whom no one 
ever *‘knocks.” Start something that meets with 
neither inertia nor head winds and it will not go very 
far. God seems to have so planned this world that 
it takes ——- to make things go. A flying- 
machine, though it had the,power of a dreadnought 
with the speed and lightness of the fastest dynamo, 
could. not rise an inch in a vacuum. Nor can there 
ever be a soaring religion without resisting brains. 
When you find that it takes close application to make 
a business go and much hard work to keep up the 
temperance and other reforms, remember that just 
this has always been the price of all real success 
(1 Tim. 6: 20; Neh. 4: 8, 10-14). 

The ** Way Down.” —PAilip went down to the city 
of Samaria (v. 5). Philip the first missionary went 
to a people that was so despised no Jew would asso- 
ciate with them, ‘The Samaritans repaid hatred and 
contempt with contempt and hatred. So it was Philip 
the Greek who came with the good news. Religion 
is always good common sense,—and was good cém- 
mon sense from the start. It is just as important to 
pick the right man for the religious job as for the 
business job. Neither every ‘Tom, Dick, and Harry 
nor every Sue, Jane, and Hannah should be teaching 
a Sunday-school class simply because they have a 
teacher-training certificate (1 Cor. 12: 4-11). l have 
just been with Mel Trotter. He says his chain of 
rescue missions gathered 30,000 ‘* down-and-outs ” 
into the Kingdom ‘last year.” Not one of those 
missions is manned by a professor or theologian, 
Each mission is run bya carefully selected ‘* Greek.” 
A fellow with a big heart who used to be a heathen. 
Trotter himself says he got his ordination in seven 
minutes, while it takes other Presbyterian ministers 
seven years. Trotter's work is carrying the gospel 
to the junk-heaps and cesspools of humanity. He 
scrapes and rakes'among the finished product of the 
**harmiess” glass, the ‘‘innocent” dance, the 
‘friendly’ game. God is just as concerned for the 
salvation of the despwed as for the chosen people 
(Luke 7 : 47). (8) 

What Comes with Christmas.— 7#ere was much jy 
in that city (v. 8). ‘There ‘is no way to’ get ** great 
joy" into a city except by loading it upon the gospel 
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wagon aud rolling it in, ‘ Joyous Paris.” Guess . 


you don't know Paris and the daily out-drag of its 
river. There is one day in the year when every 
American city comes nearest being joy full. ‘The 


25th of December, when we celebrate the birthday of 


real religion. Good | 
want is hunted out and 
If any one corey 2 
is because they cannot 
oy to give, but of finding need to receive it. Days 
fore, men and women on street corners collect the 
joy to the tune of tinkling bells. When the day ar- 
rives great basketfuls go out and feasts are spread, 
so that on one day of the year at any rate there need 
be no joyless ones. This Christmas joy even breaks 
through the thick walls of the jails where humans 
try to make other humans happy in the name of 
Christ. But listen! Why not have ‘good will to 
men on earth” all the time ? Why not make this 
Christmas affection chronic and incurable? ‘Ihis is 
what Christ came into the world to do, And the 
work has been coming on very slowly down the cen- 
turies. But human nature is such stubborn stuff 
it has been a long and tedious progress (1 Chron. 12: 
40; Matt. 23 : 37). 

Truth and Christ.—A cer/ain man, Simon by name, 
who... usted sorcery and amazed the people (v. 9). 
How well I remember, when I was a boy, | sat with 
open mouth on the front seat to see Signor Blitz light 
a row of candles by sticking his finger at them. 
When we got bigger it was nothing to shuffle across 
the carpet, and with a — put a big flame on the 
end of a piece of iron sticking out from the wall. If 
have heard of fellows doing that and shocking the 
girls with a kiss, I never tried sucha thing. But 
to have done such a miracle in fire-worshiping Persia 
a few years ago would have made an ordinary 
Coatesville boy a divinity and brought him great 
honor and wealth. As for our other marvels of sci- 
ence and invention, I wonder what they would have 
thought! If you want to read a delightful book 
along this line get dear old Mark Twain's *‘ A Con- 
necticut Yankee in King Arthur’s Court.” You will 
see how ‘' The Boss” did up old Merlin the sorcerer 
simply because that Hartford Yankee knew some of 
the truths which God _is daily revealing to his chil- 
dren, In these days. men have come to. know God 
and his great world secrets because they have come 
to know Jesus his Son. Jesus came for this very 
purpose, There is now no longer sorcery except in 
those places where Christ is not known (Isa. 45 : 1-4; 
43:6; John 16: 13; 1 Cor. 10; 9, 10). 

Unselfishness.—- They believed Philip... concern- 
ing the kingdom of God (v; 12).. They recognized 
that Philip was genuine, He was not after their 
money, but after themselves. The heathen in the 
bush and the heathen in the slum, as soon as they 
discover the missionary is not after *‘ivory,” area 
long- way on the road to salvation. The man out of 


le then get extra busy, and 
stmas joy is hunted in. 
less at Christmas time it 


religion has been made to think the man in religion’ 


is IN for the money or personal advantage there is in 
it.’ ‘To those who really walk with Christ it is a life 
of giving and not of getting (Acts 20: 35; Prov. 21: 
26). One time a bunch of us fellows fell in with a 
fine young Irishman who was a salesman for a Ken- 
tucky distillery. We ‘‘ went for him” on account of 
his business. He good-naturedly came back at us 
with ‘‘I am working the liquor trade for the same 
reason you fellows are working the religious racket— 
FOR THE MONEY THERE ISIN IT.” You’ ought to’ have 
heard us laugh, for we had just come from a meeting 
where we had gone down into our pockets to ‘‘ make 
up the usual shortage.” All real Christianity is a con- 
tinuous ‘‘ taking up the collection.” Our self-deuial 
is the secret of our growth and power. Since 
Coatesville went down into its purses for a $130,000 
Y. M. C. A. plant to save its men and boys the 
‘‘heathen” have been believing ‘* Philip” and iron- 
workers and high-school boys have been joining 
church. 
COATESVILLE, Pa. 


> 
The Illustration Round- Table 


LL readers are invited to assist in the conduct of this de- 
partment. One dollar is offered for every anecdotal 
lesson illustration used, and two dollars for the best 

illustration each week. Manuscripts are to reach the ‘limes 
three months in advance of the lesson date. A circular expiain- 
ing the acceptance of material, and the year's lesson calendar, 
will be sent for a two-cent stamp. 


Shown the Meaning.— Understandest thou what 
thou readest ? (Golden ee There are three Bible 
verses carved in the vernaculars on marble slabs on 
the side of the Presbyterian Church in the midst of the 
native city of Allahabad, India. Thousands pass them 
by every day, but in India only one man out of ten.and 
twoor three women out of a hundred know how toread 
them. One day, four nas ago, an ascetic who had 
spent twenty years of his life in wandering from one 


- shrine to another stopped, looked, and listened. to 


their message. ‘‘ That's what I've been hunting for 
all these years,” he said. He was directed to the 
campus of the Christian College, where he asked for 
information to‘‘*understand” what he had been 
‘*reading."” From there he was taken to the vener- 


ound, Not a question of © 
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able Dr, J. J. Lucas, for over forty years a beloved 
Presbyterian missionary. His teaching made him 
clearly understand what he had read. Dr.. Lucas 
later baptized Prem Das, and he became one of the 
village preachers in his itinerating district down the 
Ganges River. I saw him 1 ag me ng one of his first 
sermons there.—Sent by the Rev. Stanley A. Hun- 
ter, New York City. 


Getting His Man.— Go near, and join thyself to his 
chariot (v. 29). The Rev. D not 4 H 4 ‘4 Nova 


Scotia, in his “* Ways to Win,” tells of a rather timid 
young member of the Brotherhood of St. Andrew, 
who for some time tried in vain to induce a friend of 


his to attend the church services and Bible classes. He 


_ used to call for him every Sunday, but it was of no 


use. Finally, however, he won him, and when asked 
how: he did it, replied, ‘* Well, I tired of calling 
on him so often, so at last / decided to £o and board 
at the same house with him!” ‘That was personal 
effort in dead earnest. No wonder he got his man!— 
Sent by WV. Hetherington, Addiscombe, Surrey, 
England. (1) 


Doing It.—And Philip ran (vy. 30). A useful man 
to Stonewall Jackson was old Miles, the Virginia 
mr Amr ong Once the Union troops had retreated 
and burned a bridge over the Shenandoah. Jackson 
determined to follow them and summoned Miles. 
** You must put all yous men on that bridge,” said 
he; ‘* they must work all night, and the bridge must 
be completed by daylight: y engineer will furnish 
you with a plan, and you can go right ahead.” Early 
next morning Jackson met the old bridge-builder. 
‘* Weil,” said the general, ‘‘did the engineer give 
he a plan of the bridge?” ‘‘General,” returned 

iles, slowly, ‘‘the bridge is done; I don’t know 
whether the picture is or not.” We want more men 
of the Miles order in the church.—From C. H. Spur- 
geon, Sent by Mary E. Watson, Hartford, Conn. 
Lhe prize for this week is awarded to this illustra- 
tion. (2) 


The Twilight Call,—How can /, except some one 
shall guide me? (v. 3t.) Out in India in the moun- 
tains Voave heard in the twilight hour acall from the 
ridge below. Away through the stillness comes the 
call, and from the ridge above me comes the response. 
And.then I can hear in a moment more a faint call 
froma far ridge, away up and beyond, sounding 
almost like a distant echo. Whatdid it mean? It 
meant that the man close above me was passing the 
word from the man below tothe man beyond. ‘The 
man below could never have reached .the other man 
except for the man who stood on the middle ridge 
and passed the message on. Oh, friends, there isa 
man down: here who ;will never hear the Man. up 
thére, unless you become the one on the middle ridge. 
—From C. A. R. Janvier, in The Record of Chris- 
— Work. Sent by Mary E. Watson, Hartford, 

onn. 


Better than Sermonizing.— Preached unto him 
Jesus (v. 35). A little boy confided his experience to 
his mother after a church service. ‘* Why, mother, 
when the minister was telling about Calvary, I could 
just see Jesus going up there, and the cross, and the 
people: and just when I was most interested, the 
minister stopped,—and went on with the sermon.” 
May it not be true that some of*us as preachers or 
teacliers rest too lightly upon the unadorned Gospel 
narrative, in our eagerness to find devices that will 
create interest in the story? It may be that some to 
whom we are seeking to carry the gospel lose interest 
when we “go on with the sermon.”—From The Sun- 
dav School Times. Sent by Achsa L. McDowell, 
Tillsonburg, Ont., Can. (3) 


After Getting Your Ticket.— Whai doth hinder me to 
be baptized ? (v. 36.) A writer in the Messenger tells 
the following: The best illustration that I ever heard, 
showing the disadvantage of living a Christian life 
outside of the church, was given me by a young con- 
vert whom I had recenily received into our church. 
I expressed my pleasure in the step he had taken 
wien he replied: ‘‘I had not made up my mind to 
join-when I came to the meeting to-night, but while 
you were talking, I thought it was-just like buying a 
ticket to Chicago, and then riding on the platform. 
I thought I might as well go inside.” —Sent by Mary 
£. Watson, Hartford, Conn. 


% 
Oriental Lesson-Lights 
By George M. Mackie, M.A., D.D. 


Missionary to the Jews, and Minister to the Anglo-American 
Congregation in Beyrout, Syria 


Aten and go toward the south (v. 26). The 
word translated ‘‘the south” means ‘‘ noon,” 

and this is probably the meaning here, as 
in Acts 22:6. The vizier of Ethiopia, starting at 
dawn from Jerusalem, would reach the plain about 
that time, and the tired horses would easily be over- 
taken by a runner. 

The same is desert (v.26). Not necessarily bare 
land, but: a district that’ might have grain-fields in 
places, but was without fountains and brooks, and 
therefore without peasant villages. There was little 
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prospect of human contact for the evangelist, but the 
order was from pe and he arose went. (1) 


Who had come to Jerusalem to worship (Vv. 27). A 
Jew who, in obedience to the Law and as an act of 
merit, had gone up to Jerusalem to attend the Feast 
of Passover, and after such a i age = had re- 
mained on till after Pentecost. of the 
multitude from many lands Lever sy in the temple, 
—_ the daily Geesonons about SMe heer one oot 

ou ring Holy Spirit, doubtless 
their aacehes, but with the caution of his official 
position he had held uncommitted until this 
“chance ” conversation took 
the quiet of a road, 

How can I, except some one shall guide me? (v. 
31). Avery J excuse. Such was 
exclusive right of the rabbi who studied the ex- 
ago and codified decisions of the rabbis before 

im, ‘* the tradition of the elders.” Without such 

rofessional teaching as to the fence of the Law the 

ew was a mere “son of the soil,” and unable to 

eep its provisions. A popular Arabic proverb men- 
tions two familiar luxuries that must go t her 
(like apple-pie and cheese in America), and says 
that the one without the other is ‘‘like a Jew without 
his rabbi,” as describing a condition of insufficiency 
and helplessness! 

He was led as a sheep to the slaughter (v. 32). 
It is the sheep’s last act of trustfully following the 
shepherd when it walks behind him to the butcher's 
shed. Among the early rabbis the 53d chapter of 
Isaiah was regarded as referring to the Messiah, but 
since the great commentator Maimonides it has been 
interpreted as pointing to Israel, tle suffering nation. 
In the Saturday synagogue reading or parashah of 
the Law there is an accompanying selection from the 
prophets called the Aephtorah of similar subject- 
matter. From these selections Isaiah 53 is always 
significantly excluded. (3) 


ALEXANDRIA, EGypt. 
+4 


Visiting the Lesson Scenes 


T IS impossible to say exactly where Philip talked 

| with that traveler on the Gaza road. It may 
have been at some point upin the ‘' desert” (that 

is, uninhabited) hill country between Hebron and 
the sea. We saw part of that region last week. ‘It 
may have been down on the seacoast lowlands. The 












ay ~ / 
= = n_ 
MAP PATENT fo, 656,500 GY UABERWOOD & UNDERWOOD 


point which our map marks 12 is a good place from 
which to overlook a section of the seashore district. 

We stand on a slight elevation, so as to get a broad 
view. The nearer ground, down before us, is divided 
by cactus hedges into many little fields, the property 
of men who live in a town half a mile beyond. It 
looks like a fairly large and prosperous town. Green 
trees rise here and there among the masses of white- 
washed houses. ‘Tall, slender. towers (of Moslem 
mosques) stand still higher, giving picturesque vari- 
ety to the lines of the roofs. Beyond the town we 
can see where low hills slope down to the edge of the 
Mediterranean Sea’s blue waters. 

It was on his way to this old town that Can- 
dace’s treasurer had that unexpected experience of 





meeting Philip. Without any doubt he afterward 
lodged here at Gaza, his mind and heart full of the 


wonderful events of the day. Gaza was then and is 
to-day on the most direct way to Egypt. When he 
continued his journey he followed a seacoast caravan 
road leading off toward our left. 

Nobody knows with certainty the after life of that 
traveler. But we do know that some of the very 
earliest historic centers of the Christian faith were iu 
Northeastern Africa. One can’t help hoping that 
Philip’s convert, full of gratitude for his own new 
light, shared it with his neighbors in the ‘African 
land where his lot was cast. 

The stereograph to use is called ‘‘Gaza, lowland 
stronghold of the Philistines, from the southeast.” 


The Underwood Travel System is, under this heading, ap- 
plied as usual to the lesson of the week. ‘The use of ‘the 
stereographs will be found a most practical help-in making 
the lesson places real. Forty-four, places will be visited during 
1916. ‘Ihe forty-four stereographs cost $7.33, and, if all are 














LESSON FOR MARCH 19 (Acts 8 : 26-40) 


tered case will be 
‘The three for M 
four in one 
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By Philip E. Howard 


A Before the Lesson.— Lord Jesus, 
we thank thee for thy clear calls to service. 
Help us to keep ready for quick and well-fur- 
nished obedience, to the end that in answering 
thy call we may be enabled to be on time when 
oportunity comes, and equipped to meet the 
needs of others. If others look to us for guid- 
ance may we in turn look trustingly to thee for 
their enlightening. In thy dear name. Amen. 


After the Lesson.-—Have you ever kept 
track of the remarkable meetings you have 
had with others just in the nick of time? 
‘«Why, there he goes now!’’ and out you 
dash to catch some One passing your house, 
some one whose_word of counsel was much 
needed at the: moment. ‘1 don’t know 
what I should have done if just then I hadn’t 
met’ a friend right there in the crowd. He 
told me just what to do.’” And you tell how 
grateful you were for that chance meeting. 
Chance? Wrong word! Just then in our 
life-plan, designed and worked out by God, 
the lines crossed at the right instant. Doesn’t 
it teach us to trust him more? Doesn’t the 
timeliness of his help encourage us to go on 


as he directs? What opportunities he gives ' 


in the way of duty, whether in city or desert 
place! Two men meeting in the desert, and 
a glowing experience for both, But if Philip 
had said ‘*no use’’ to God’s plan, God 
might well have had no use for Philip. 
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Ves, which is really'the way we go about 
our day’s work? We know which is’ the 
better: way, the only safe way. Are we 
missing some great service because we don’t 
quite-trust him? Let us*pray. 


PHILADELPHIA. ~ 
ner < 
Lesson Hymns and Psalms 


** Anywhere with Jesus I ean safely go." 

** Do something for others."’ 

** Hark] the voice of Jesus calling.” 

** I love to tell the story.”’ 

*‘ It may not be on the mountain's height."’ 
** Lord, speak to me, that I may speak.” 

** ‘Kell me-the story of Jesus." 

** Ye Christian heralds, go proclaim."’ 


arentheses are to the metrical 
ook.“ Bible Songs.’’) 


Psalm 98 : 1-9 197 : 1-3). 
Psalm 87 : 1-7 (174: 1, 2). 
Psalm 65 : 1-13 (127 : 1-3). 
Psalm 19 : 7-14 (35 : 1-3). 
Psalm 119 : 33-40 (245 : 1-3). 


(References in 
Psalm 
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The Primary Teacher 
By. Mrs. Mary Foster Bryner 


ESSON TEACHING. — God’s Word 
* grows like good seed. 

Before the Lesson.—Springtime is 
near, when farmers are getting ready to 
plant good seed in their gardens and fields. 
God’s Word is like good seed, to be planted 
in the hearts of people, to grow into their 
lives to'make them good. 

(Ail primary children of six, seven, and 
eight years are supposed to attend school 
and consider reading quite an accomplish- 
ment.) How many of you can read ‘pretty 
well? How many are learning? Can you 
understand ali that you read? How many 
have tried to read the Bible? It is not easy 
because o: fine print and some hard’names, 
but the Bible is the best and most wonderful 





found in it, The Bible is God’s Word, so 


its are very precious, It.is printed 
in about five hundred la es so that 
e of all lands may read and understand. 


its messages. Ministers and missionaries, 
parents and teachers, can help others to 
understand the Bible. 

Long books were rolled up like wall- 
paper. (Show model of a scroll.) Some 
were large, some small. Each book-was a 
separate scroll, not printed, but written by 
hand, Few people could own scrolls, be- 
cause they cost so much work and money. 
Now the whole Bible may be bought for a 
few cents, 

Illustration and Review.—Before long the 
wind will scatter the dandelion seeds near and 
far. Where they light they may take root and 
grow. God’s Word is like scattered seed. 

Why was Stephena hero? Whya martyr? 
After the death.of Stephen many good people 
of the church in Jerusalem were scattered to 
other cities, through fear of punishment or 
persecution, Wherever they went they 
planted God’s Word in the hearts of other 
people. ‘They received it gladly. It grew 
and these people came together to form new 
churches, d 

Lesson Story:—Philip went to a city not 
far from Jerusalem. and told the story of 
Jesus. They heard him gladly and there 
was great joy in that city. 

One day God’s Spirit spoke to Philip, say 
ing, Leave this city and take the road going 
toward the desert. Philip obeyed, though 
he did not know why he was going. After 
a while Philip’s road crossed another. Le 
saw a fine chariot coming, in which sat a 
well-dressed man, reading aloud to himself, 
while the driver looked after the horses. 

Iie was a man from Ethiopia, where many 
colored people lived. “While in Jerusalem 
he must have heard about Jesus and God’s 
Word, for he had one of the scrolls of the 
Bible and was 1eading it on his lonely jour- 
ney home. 

God’s Spirit said to Philip, Go near to the 
chariot ; so Philip ran along and‘heard what 
the man was reading. “The man must have 
looked up. for Philip said, Understandest 
thou what thou readest? He answered, How 
can I extept some man should guide me? 
Then hejjnvited Philip to ride with him. 
~-Philip;knew what the reading meant, for 
the scroll told about the coming of Jesus, 
and his work, The Ethiopian asked, Is the 
writer talking about himself or another man? 
Then Philip began and told the story of 
Jesus. If time permits, repeat the outline : 


Jesus lived on this earth ; 
He was once a little child ; 
He went about doing good ; 
He was crucified and buried ; 
He rose from the dead ; 
He went back to heaven ; 
He sent his Holy Spirit ; 
The Holy Spirit is our Helper; 
We are his witnesses, 
Let some ope sing or repeat one stanza; 


** T love to tell the story, 
For some have never heard 
The message of salvation 
From God's own Holy Word." 


As they journeyed they came to a stream. 
The man asked if he might be baptized. 
Philip said, If you believe with all your heart 
you may. ‘The man answered, I believe 
that Jesus Christ is the Son of God. The 
chariot stopped. The two men walked down 
into the water and Philip baptized the man. 

The Ethiopian must have wanted Philip to 
ride farther and explain more, but when they 
came out of the stream, God’s Spirit sent 
Philip back to his own country and people to 
preach to them in many cities. ‘The Ethi- 
opian saw him no more, but he went on his 
way rejoicing, back to his own country, 

Sing the refrain of 

** Tell me the old, old story 
Of Jesus and his loye."’ 


After the Lesson.—This is a good oppor- 
tunity to encourage home -reading of Bible 
stories to children by parents. On aq card or 
slip of paper send word by the-children that 
to-day’s story is found in the book of Acts, 
chapter 8, and you hope they will read it. 

Hand-work.—Give a strip of paper to each 
child, on which to write from memory or 
copy a Bible verse about Jesus.” Roll the 
strip like a scroll to take home. Urge them 
to tell the story to others, 

If a model or picture is shown of a chariot, 
some may be able to draw or make a model 
to bring next Sunday'to use in review, _ 

Peoria, ILL. 


, religious life of supreme importance. 
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| book in the world. Our lesson stories are 


My Class of Girls 
By Mrs, Luella Denison Baldwin 
F you were quite sure you would lose your 
life if you remained in your home town 
but would be safe in the near-by village, 
would you go to that village? This was the 


question which faced the members of the 
early church at Jerusalem, 


ere were those who thought.they were 


doing God a favor when they tried to wipe 
out Christianity by killing the Christians. 
As a result many Christians were driven from 
their homes (8:1-4). Cowardice did not 
prompt their flight, for everywhere they went 
they continuously proclaimed not the wrong, 
injustice, and cruelty of* their persecutors, 
but they quietly and persistently preached 
the Word of God, 

Philip, not the apostle, but one of the 
seven deacons (6:5) who became an evan- 

elist, settled in Samaria and preached 
Christ. It is Christ that all preachers in our 
churches should be preaching, and teachers 
in our Sunday-schools ‘should be-teaching, 
because Christ is the supreme need of every 
life. What results did. the preaching of 
Christ bring? (6:7.) Christ is a miracle, 
hence his presence is sure to bring miracle- 
like effects, (1) 

Philip was having a great evangelistic 
meeting in Samaria. The city was turning 
out en masse to hear him. And not only to 
hear him, they heeded his message (v. 6). 
People in great numbers turned to Christ. 
When the meetings were at their height 
Philip had: most unexpected message from 
God. What was that message ? (v. 26). 

Philip might have reasoned : Could God 
be asking him to leave this big successful 
work for souls, this evangelistic campaign 
which was attracting the attention of the 
country around, when the crowds needed him 
so much? Besides, they were so favor ble 
to him and were making. him such magnifi- 
cent gifts. Could God*ibe asking him to 
leave all this to go down: into that desert 
where there were almost no people to be 
reached?) What .comferts would he ‘have 
there?- In truth, ‘could he- éven “make a 
living? Surely God:wants the Christian to 
labor where ‘he can make the most money. 
Philip ‘Anew \\that“God@: was calling him to 
«+ Arise. and (go,’’.. Nothing else mattered, 
Not an objection did Philip make, 

Remember, when God calls you to leave 
the work you are doing it’s always * arise.’’ 
While it may appear to you to be a desert 
into which you are going, it is certain to be 
higher, bigger, better than the task you are 
leaving, else God would not bid you leave 
it. Theonly thing for us to do is what Philip 
did, arise and go (v. 27) without a question 
as to why you should do this, or ** Couldn’t I 
as well do the other?’ 

Whom did Philip meet? Philip -might 
have turned down thé road just ahead of the 
Ethiopian. Some might say they happened 
to meet. When we are in the will of God 
things don’t appen tous. No friend crosses 
your path by accident. No joy or disap- 
pointment comes into your life. except by 
God’s appointment, What joy this truth 
brings ! (2) ‘ 

What was the Ethiopian doing? God 
never lets a’ soul who is hungering for the 
truth hunger too long, even if the need ne- 
cessitates calling a man from a great distance 
and from a great work. 

This Ethiopian was not reading the Jeru- 
salem Monthly Review or the Samaritan 
Daily ‘Tribune. Many girls say, ‘I’m so 
busy with my school work, my music, my 
embroidery class, the Jolly Dozen Club, and 
one just has to read the magazines and latest 
fiction to be informed, so that I don’t have 
any time eff for the study of ‘the Sunday- 
school lesson,” 

Remember, we shall all find time to read 
the Bible when we really want to read it. 
When we have the desire of this Ethiopian 
we shall fxd time on the street-car or train 
orin the odd minutes, as he did. The people 
who accomplish ‘most are not always those 
who have the most time, butthey are'usually 
those ‘who’ inake use of the spare minutes 
which many people waste. 

This Ethiopian. evidently considered his 
He 
had been all the way to Jerusalem to wor- 
ship, and was now.giving time to searching 
the Soriptures. ‘The reason so many get so 
little from their Bible is because they give 
so little to it, The more of ourselves we give 
to God and his Word; the more God and bis 
Word will mean to-us, 

( Continued on next page) 


You Will Read 
Dr. Ellis’ Article on 
the Turks at Sinai 


You Will 
Want to Read and Own 
Dr. Hoskins’ Great Work 
on the Exodus 


the journeyings of the Hebrews 

from Egypt to the Jordan. This is what 
Dr. Elhs himself says of the book : 

"The illuminating glimpses into Arab life; 

aly Sposa proverbs ; ee tent 

ent world politics ; For rap clase 


i upon a 
given theme has rarely come from the press." 
—William T. Ellis, in The Continent. 


- Of the same work Dr. Kyle writes, 
enthusiastically : 

"The illustrations throughout the book . are 
superb, no finer have ever been ht from 
the wilderness. eee, ae + most 
eam book: of travel in pag phe pa mer 

appeared in many years, ; 
fte-pince ane dhitedeed week of salepenie:* 

And this is the word of a strong news- 

paper : 

"The story which Dr. Hoskins tells us of the 
journey over the route of the Exodus is a re- 
markable intermingling of the facts unearthed 
by the science of ar , a careful analy- 
sis and a close following of the somewhat in- 
volved Biblical narrative, and an altogether 
charming descriptive style of picture writing, 
by which he shows us in reality the scenes of 
which the world has read in the Old Testa- 


ment record."— The Boston Transcript. 


From the 
Nile to Nebo 


by Franklin E. Hoskins, D.D., of the 
Syria Mission, Beirut, is the result of 
a 1900-mile journey, including the route 
of the Exodus from Egypt, through the 
Sinaitic Peninsula, Mount Seir, Edom and 
Moab, Ammon and the Jabbok, to the 
Jordan and Jericho. A residence of 
twenty-eight years in Syria has given the 
author exceptional knowledge of the peo- 
ple and customs, and afforded opportuni- 
ties for extensive travel. The book is 
beautifully illustrated with 85 halftones, 
contains 366 pages of type matter, and 
will be of great interest to every Bible 
student. 


$3.00 postpaid 


| This book may be ordered through your 


Bookseller or direct from the Publishers 
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4158” 
Inside the Walls 


eer Oty 
of Your Home 

What goes on there? 

Are there some things in 
bone thet fi td te es Ee 
would be better off without ? 

Does your home lack some things 
that would make it a better place ? 

Do Sunday afternoons ever" drag" 
with your children ? 

How is your table-talk,—bright, 
worth while, interesting? Do you 
know how easy it is to make it so? | 

How do you decide what chil- 


dren’s and parents’ books and maga- 
zines to have in your home? 








5s pau keewe how to tell Bible | 


stories in the home, and how not to? 


Do you know how to handle the 
delicate and difficult matter of sex- 
knowledge with the children? : 


Have you brought the blessings 
of a Bible Training course of study 
right into your own home? 


Has your Sunday-school enrolled | 
every, oldest or shut-in person, and | 
every baby, in its neighborhood ? | 

Is there a Family: Altar in:your 
home? ‘Would you ‘like help in’ 








establishing one? | 
Are you working the possibilities | 
of the "home made" for all they’ 


are worth? 


Would people looking through 
your home know whether it was, 
Christian or pagan? | 

| 








These questions will all be dis- | 
cussed in a special Home Number 
of The Sunday School Times to 
be published next week. 


Would you like certain friends of 
yours to have it? If you will send* 
us their names and addresses on a 
postal, we will gladly send to as 
many as you wish a free specimen 


copy—if you'll be sure to say "Send 
Home Number." 


Tell them they can have The 
Sunday School Times 6 months for 
50 cents, or 3 months for 25 cents. 


Why shouldn’t you send The 
Sunday School Times this way to 
several of your friends—3 months 
for a quarter each—as one of the 
best gifts you could make them? 


~. Share your blessings to-day. 


"1 Some people try to others 
tance. * Are’ you wonder h 
| win your ee fe Soa P 

‘Do you visit cal 
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_ so: My, Slasy ot Gist 
\( Continued from preceding page) . 
Notice that Philip was told to “go near.’?; 
: from a dis-. 
4, y you don’t 
_How well do you, 
ve ycu their confidence ? 
other in your homes? 
Philip didn’t wait for the man to come to 
him. -As soon as Philip, realized there was a 
soul he might help, he **ran to him.’’ Many 
a girl stands at the crucial of the ways 
who needs you to run to her. Nothing but 
hard runnitig ‘oh your part will overtake some 


know theni 


‘of them, 


But it \. 

‘Where was’ id wenionoa reading? What 
an embarrassing predicament Philip would 
have been in had he’ not known his Bille! 
Perhaps the reason ‘You have not heard God 
saying to you ‘Go join thyself to”’ her is 
because God knows it ‘woukl be no use, for 
you don’t know his Word. People every- 
where aré seekiiig the truth. Satan longs to 
draw them into his net ‘of Christian Science, 
Millennial ° DaWiisi,' Spiritualism, New 
Thought, Ethical Culture, or Theosophy, 
These people challenge Christians with the 
Ethiopian’s question, ‘* How shall I under- 
stand, extept ‘some one shall guide me ?’”’ 
The pity is most Christians cannot answer as 
Philip did. ‘See verse 35 (2 Tim. 2:15; 1 
Peter 3:15), (4) 

Whiat proof have we of the Ethiopian’s 
sincerity? Where does Philip lay the em- 
hasis? (v, 37, Auth. Ver. hat was the 
thiopian’s confession? . Ile shames many 
who call themselves Christians, who go about 
denying that Jesus is “he Son of God. Can 
one be a Christian and deny the deity of 
Christ ? wet Ween this truth Christ said 
his churcti Shoild be founded (Matt. 16 : 
16-18 ; John § : 23; 1 John 2 : 22, 23). 

Philip ** went, on his. way rejoicing’’ (v. 
39). Of.course he did. All your beauty, 
clothes, culture, music, talent, money, and 
popularity will not bring you the joy that 

eading souls to Christ will, If you think 
the Christian has no fun, in life, you accept 
Christ and. introduce your friends to him ; 
then you'll find you. have, a joy of which this 
world knows, nothing, .. ; 
This lesson clearly reveals how precious 
just one soul is to ourheavenly Father. 


For Next Week’s Lesson 


When, where, and under what circum- 
stances was the first Christian church estab- 
lished ? 

Prove with Scripture the following : 

What was the message of the early preach- 
ers? (Peter, Stephen, Philip.) 

How did Satan attack the church from 


without ? 

How did Satan attack the church from 
within ? 

How did it cost to be a Christian in the 


first century ? 


How do you account for the growth of the | 


early church ? 
Los ANGELES, CAL. 
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Pucker’s ‘‘ Boy’s-Eye View” 
By the Rev. William O. Rogers 
sé 
tyr ?”’ 
** How was he killed ?’’ 
** Who held the executioners’ clothes? ’’ 
** What spirit did this deed arouse in 
Saul?” 
Those were some of the questions teacher 
fired at us Sunday, one right after the other. 
The next was Fatty’s home question: 
*¢What was the result of persecuting.the 
Christians ?”’ 
‘* Made them scatter out and spread the 
church everywhere,’’ was his answer. 
Bumps told about Philip being one of those 


| deacons, you know, and, like Stephen, he 


got to preaching, too. 

I explained how he held a great revival 
meeting in Samaria, and then allof a sudden 
-God sent him down into the desert toward 
Gaza. _ Didn’t even tell him what it was for, 
But Philip started right off, just as if it was 


| the most important job in the world. 


‘Teacher said it*did turn out to be avery, 
important one, though it didn’t look .that 
way at first. But Philip was faithful in that 
which ‘seemed little, and, so he was success- 
ful in a great thing. 

Little Carl .was selected to tell the. story, 
so. he went on about how: ‘‘ Pretty soon 





HO was the first Christian mar- | 
| ing something for Christ, 


| 
| 


‘| Philip saw a man riding along toward him| 
‘He was wade inig in the, 4 


in a fine 


just to open the way, 


asked 


Bible, and 
him if he understood it.. The man said not 
-very well, and inyjted the 


and ride along with him. This gave 

a chance to tell him about Jesus, and 
man was converted. About that time they 
came to a creek and Philip baptized him. 
So they both went home happy.’’ 

Bulldog br 
where it all took place, and Bumps passed 
around the stereograph1 that shows Gaza as 
it is now. It’s quite a town, but the country 
around it doesn’t look much like a desert. 
Mr. Mason es meme that they went through 
the desert before they to Gaza, and in 
those days a desert was just any open coun- 
try not settled in yet, 

‘* Who was this Ethiopian? ’’ was Fred’s 
question. He had the man’s whole biography 
written down, His nameis:thought to have 
been Indich. He was secretary of the 
treasury to a queen away down in Africa, 
and had been converted to the Jewish re- 
ligion. (1) 

‘*He was probably colored,’”’? went on 
teacher, ‘‘an African, something like the 
ancestors of our negroes. ‘The African race 
has always produced great men, as Booker 
T. Washington, whenever they have had a 
chance for an education.’’ (2) 

Bert explained that the Ethiopian liad 
been up to Jerusalem to one of the Jewish 
feasts, and Carl said while there he had 
probably heard the apostles preaching Chris- 
tianity and telling people they ought to be- 
lieve in Jesus and be baptized. That's what 
put the idea in his head. 

** What command of Christ’s was Philip 
caraying out that day?’’ asked teacher, and 
when we couldn’t remember he had us turn 
to Matthew 28:19, 20, where it says to 
make disciples of all nations, baptizing them 
in the name of the Father and of the Son 
and of the Holy Spirit, and teaching them 
what to do, 

Mr. Mason says there is a tradition that 
this Ethiopian preached Christianity all over 
his country and converted even the queen. 
He thinks the main point in this lesson is 
that we never know what some little thing 
may lead to. : 

He told'an awfully interesting story about 
how Robert Raikes started an early Sunday- 
school with a-few dirty, ragged ‘children to 
keep them off the streets Sundays and to 
teach them to read. Now it has grown to 
include thirty millions of people, — men, 
women, babies, grandmothers, everybody, 
and is the mightiest branch of the church, 
our greatest army of righteousness, 

Then he told about a prayer-meeting some 


| college fellows held under a haystack in a 


rainstorm one day, and decided to start a 
foreign missionary society. What they started 
has spread until there have gone from the 
United States more than five thousand for- 
eign missionaries and members of their 
families. 

Mr. Mason says sometimes even a little 
word will do a lot of good. He led a man 
to Christ once just by asking him if he didn’t 
think it was time to become a Christian. 
He didn’t know his question was going to 
do any good, but now he’s awfully glad he 
said it. 

He urged us boys not to miss the little 
chances that come our way of doing or say- 
Thea, just as the 
bell rang, he turned and wrote on the black- 





| board : 
LITTLE BIG 
D T0 
OPPORTUNITIES VICTORIES 














Then he prayed that our eyes might be 
open and our hands or lips ready for every 
chance to serve Jesus. 

We don’t have any questions for next 
time. It’s the review lesson, you know. 
But we’ve got to read over the first eight 
chapters of Acts just as we would read a 
story. 


An Outline of Puckerts Lesson, 


Purpose. 
To:teach the importance of small ofifertu- 
nities. 
Beginning. 
A question review : 


Who was the first Christian martyr ? 


t See “ Visiting the Lesson Scenes,” page 156 in 
this issue. 


preacher to get in}. 


ht out his map and showed | 








How was he killed ? 
Who held the executioners’ clothes? 
What spirit did this deed arouse in Saul? 


Explanation. 

What -was the result of persecuting Ctiris- 
tians ? 

Who was he 5 

Where did Philip hold a big revival ? 

What orders did Philip receive ? 

Why was this a strange command? ‘lhe 

Show map and picture. | 

Who was this Ethiopian ? 

Why had he been to Jerusalem? 

What made him think of baptism ? : 

What on of Christ was Philip carrying 
out 

Application. 

Little opportunities lead to big victories. 
Illustrate by Sunday-school movement, 
hay-stack prayer-meeting, and some per- 
sonal experience in soul-winning. ‘Black- 
board motto. ‘ 

Terre Haute, Inp, 





For Family Worship 
By. tee Rov: denny We mere 





Pe tehee's 
*6*T AM pastor of a country congregation, 
and would be glad to have your good 
paper .in more of the homes of the 
congregation, not only for tlie Sunday-school 
helps, but also for the family altar sugges- 
tions and other departments. I think the 
family altar department meets one of the 
greatest needs of the ordinary home in sug- 
gesting a plan for the family worship. and 
making it mean something in the home.’’ 
The above is from an Illincis pastor, This 
very appreciative letter sugge sts to us a plan 
by which pastors might make use of The 
Sunday School ‘Times when urging family 
worship upon their members. All that some 
people need is a helping hand, and that held 
out in these columns might prove to be the 
one many have been waiting for, 





March 13 to 19 


Mon.—Acts 8: 4-13. The Gospel in Samaria. 

To scatter fire is the surest way of spread- 
ing it. The Church of God has often found 
her enlargement in that which was designed 
to extinguish her. In Samaria where our 
Lord had sown the seed three years before a 
most blessed awakening followed the Spirit- 
filled preaching of Philip. 

PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: How many homes 
there ave darkened and smitten with a great 
sorrow because some member of the family 
has strayed away, leaving behind broken 
hearts, who do not know where their loved 
ones have gone, Pray that efforts to find 
these lost ones may be rewarded in their re- 


| turn to home and friends, 
| Tues.—Acts 8 :.14-25.. Sin and Repentance. 


What folly to imagine Divine blessings 
may be purchased for money! Too many 
think to gain favor with God by giving to 
his cause that which can be counted in the 
palm of the hand. . How useless are convic- 
tions that go no Aeeper down. than did 
Simon’s! It is Aeart religion God wants. 


PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: On every hand 
death-traps are set to catch innocent souls. 
Pray that the young women thrust out 64 
circumstances into the commercial world 
may be saved from the snare of the fowler, 
and escape the perils which awatt so manr, 
that they may be strong and seek the aid of 
God alone. ; 














_ LESSON Fur MakuH iy Acts 8 : 26-40/ 


| few there are who are re 
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Wed.-— Acts 8: 26-40. Philip and the Ethiopian. 
Lifted out of Samaria, Philip would prob- 
ably wonder why he should be despatched 
to the lonely road.- His obedience was soon 
rewarded and all perplexity removed, for an 
enguiring soul was found right in his way, 
We never know what important issues de- 
pend upon our obedience to God’s call. 

PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: Zhat the youn, 
men and women in our schools, colleges 
seminaries and all educational institutions 
may be led to consecrate their lives to the 
carrying of the gospel to the destitute and 
neglected fields of the world, and. given to 
know the joy of laboring with Christ for the 
salvation of the lost. 

“Thurs. Jonah 1: 1-10. 
A Disobodient Messenger. 

How strange that the Divine Spirit could 
be resisted, but this indicates that God’s mes- 
sengers are more than machines, ‘They are 
living men who can or will not bow their 
will and sink their prejudices for the sake of 
his cause. The thing that was wrong with 
Jonah was that his heart was too small for 
his mission. 

PRAYER SUGGESTIONS : Pray for the native 
missionary workers in West Africa, that they 
may be courageous in the face of persecution 
and faithful in witnessing for their Lord 
and’ Master. Already they have been in- 
strumental in leading many of*their own 
people to Christ. Pray that their number 
may be greatly increased. 


Fri. — Isaiah 19: 18-25, Foreigners Converted. 

God has mercy in store for all men. No 
one nation or people has the monopoly of 
his grace, for his gospel is intended to ‘* flap 
its wings in the firmament of heaven,’’ and 
it stretches out its hands unto the ends of the 
earth. Oh, boundless mercy, that we who 
were not the people of God should have been 
called after His name! 

PRAYER SuGceEstTions: Pray that the 
power of the saloon and the drink demon 
may be forever broken and banished from 
the earth. Pray that such legislative meas- 
ures may be created as shall rid this land of 
liberty of this foul blot, Pray for the komes 
of Tnink.with pity of the 


di unkar 3, 








myriads of children suffering because of the 
intemperance of pareniss. 
Set.— Isaiah 60: 1-9. Gentiles Follow the Gleam. 
They are following, but oh! so slowly. 
After all these centuries of 
pressing into 
the Kingdom, but we fall back with un- 
swerving confidence on the promise ‘* Nations 
shall come to thy light, and kings to the 
brightness of thy rising.” 
Prayer SuccesTions: Pray for the 
Church of God that she may be lifted out of 


| Aer indifference and apathy; that every 


believer may be brought to understand that 
the one object af life is to help make Christ 
ding on the eatth, Pray that a passion for 
souls may grip every church-member, 


Sun. 2: 11-22. 
eh. Fellow-citizens. 


Sovereign grace had given Isaiah long ago 
a standing in a place of privilege, promise, 
and prospect; but the Gentiles were not 
there, they stood upon ground where ‘‘re- 
demption found them outcast and out- 
lawed”’ ; now by the atoning death of Christ 
they are incorporated into the true Israel 
forevermore. 


Prayer Succestions: Pray that this day 
gracious showers of blessing may fall upon 


all evangelistic meetings, and that the power. 


of God may be made manifest in drawing 
thousands unto Him who said, ** And JI, if 


| £ be lifted up jrem the earth, will draw all 
, 


men unto me. 
New York CIrTy. 
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Can You Answer These 
Questions ? 


By Samuel Scoville, Jr. 


- 


What seventy-four men saw a pavement 
made of sapphire-stone ? 

What horrible deed made a victorious 
army retreat ? 

Who bought a mountain for about thirty- 
eight hundred dollars, and what great 
city did he build thereon ? 

Who received a message of doom from 
God when, he sent to consult an idol ? 
Who brought back two Joads of earth 
from a foreign land, and why? 


431- 
432. 


433- 


434- 


435- 





Answers to Last Week’s Questions 

426. Josiah, king of Judah (2 Kings 23: 
16-18). 

427. If amaster among the Israelites in anger 
knocked out the tooth of a slave, the 
slave became free for his tooth’s sake 
(Exod. 21 : 27). 


When the sailors cast lots on the shi 
in which Jonah was a passenger (Jonah 
1:97, 8). 
429. Zechariah (Zech, 1 : 20). 
430. Mosés (Exod. 34 : 28). 

PHILADELPHIA, : 


428. 





Children at Home 








Their Own Selves 
By Helen A. Hawley 


T WASN’T strange that Edith and Alice 
liked to play nursing. There was aunt 
Edith, wearing the Red Cross away over 

the big water, and mother talking about her 
very, very often. 

So they made believe Ethelinda and Alida 
were sick, although the dolls looked so well 
and so pretty they wouldn’t have liked the 
idea. Once Edith and Alice tried to nurse 
the cat,—it would be so much nicer to care 
for something that was alive. Billy didn’t 
like it though, and made such free use of his 
claws that the children’s hands had to be 
bathed with listerine. 

Alice said, *‘ I wish mother wasn’t so afraid 
of germs. We could have lots more fun.”’ 

But Edith answered, “It isn’t much fun 
to be scratched.’’ 

Then one morning mother herself was 
really ill. She couldn’t sit up, she couldn’t 
eat one thing. And then the doctor came. 
It seemed very dreadful to have the doctor, 
but it cheered them when he said~mother 
would be ever so much better by night, and 
ready for some toast and tea. 


el light how | 
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Edith thought of it first. **We can be 

ed Cross nurses to mother. _ Not now, for 

e doctor said to let ‘her rest; but when she 
can eat,’’ . ‘ 

Alice was ever so pleased,—until this came 
in herhead, ‘* We haven’t any red crosses.’’ 

** 1 didn’t think of that,” 


doll’s sashes, We could cut crosses out of 
it. ‘The dolls can do without.’’ 
** Yes, yes.’”’ 


like aunt Edith.’’ 


So they took some brown paper and their 


lines would curve and twist. 

At length Edith held up, one, 
most good enough,’ she said. 

**Iv’s quite good: enough.’? Alice was 
tired out trying. ‘* Besides, mother’! know 
it ‘was meant right.’’ What a comfort that 
mother always knew what was meant. 

They sewed the crosses on the sleeves of 
their white waists with funny little stitches. 
The work had taken.almost all day. ‘Then 
they went to the kitchen, and asked’ Katy if 
they couldn’t make the toast and tea, be- 
cause they were nurses to mother. 

‘“*The blessed children !’’ Katy said, 
‘* And sure, she’s better, I was up a min- 
ute ago. Slie’}] be that pleased !’’ 

Edith held the toaster, and Alice had her 
teaspoonful of tea measured into the tea 
ball, ready to douse in the pot the minute 
the water boiled. Katy kept a watch- 
ful eye, and the toast did not. burn. Each 
small nurse spread a small tray with a small 
white napkin, and set the dishes neatly. 

They went carefully up-stairs, and Katy 
followed in case of accidents. It was hard 
work not to spill, when you wanted to burst 
right in and call out, ‘‘We’ve your Red 
Cross nurses, mother.’’ 


**It’s al- 


** But nurses must be very quiet,’’ Edith 
said. 
Mother was ever so. pleased. She said 


the toast and tea couldn’t be better, and 
she was proud: to have useful children. 

‘“We thought of it our own selves,’’ 
Edith said, 

‘* Both of us,’’ Alice said. 

‘*Indade they did, mum,’’ Katy just beamed 
on them. ‘Nota word.did I know till they 
come in the kitchen, wid the crosses on 
their ar-rms.’’ 


CLIFTON SpRINGs, N. Y. 
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for Whooping Cough, 
Spasmodic Croup, 
Asthma, Sore Throat, 
ieee Coughs, Bronchitis, 

Estasuisnen 187 Colds, Catarrh. 


Don’t fail to use Cresolene for the distressing, and 
often fatal, affections for which it is recommendes. 

Itis a simple, safe,effective and drugless treatment. 
_ Vaporized Cresolene stops the parox ysms of Whoop- 
ing Cough and relleves Spasmodic Croup at once, 

t is a d00n to sufferers from asthma. 

The air carrying thé antiseptic vapor, inspired with 
every breath, makes breathing easy, soothes the sore 
<= and stops the cough, assuring restful nights, 
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the treatment of Diphtheria. 
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you. your druggist or from us 10c. in stamps. 
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Edith, x4 ¢ But 
here’s this red silk, mother gave us for| 


. 
Alice hopped up and down, | 
** We'd be real Red Cross nurses. then, just | 


“* We'd better make a pattern first,’’ said | 
wise little Edith, ‘*‘ and not waste the silk.’’ | 


own blunt-pointed scissors, My! It was 
hard work to cut patterns, The bars of the 
cross wouldn’t come out even, Straight 













The Chinese 

Woolflower 

introduced by us last year 
proved suc- 


age. 
fi frost, continuing to 
xpand amd glow with its 
-ecar- 
let color, very and 


it. 10a 9 tor Se. together with new 
r le. ‘or. ir) 2: 
TRAILING PETONTA AND ANNUAL SWEET 
WILLIAM (fixe novelties) free. 

Our Catalog of Flower and Veg. Se< 1s, Bulbs, 
Plants and rare new Fruits free. Write for it. 
JOHN LEWIS CHILDS, Inc., Floral Park, N. Y. 



































AGENTS WANTED—" MY LAGT DRINK” 


by Alderman J. H. Francis of Chicago, the most pow- 
erful, aragic. and personal human story on drink ever 
written Sells to all classes, wet or dry. cure ter- 
ritorynow Empire Book Co.,.637 Plymouth Pi.,Chicago. 


|E 


o7 & 8 i Sale) 


WILL MEND THAT VASE 











POCONO MANOR INN 


OPEN ALL THE YEAR. POCONO MANOR, PA. 


Pocono Summit Sta. D. L. & W.R. R. 


Under Quaker management ; 1,800 feet above sea 


level ; 800 acres ; finest scenery in Pocono Moun- 
tains; tuble, water and Friendly environment ; pri- 
vate baths; exhilarating golf, tennis and Bowling; 


ample garage ; fine stone roads. J,W. Harley, Mgr. 


The Sunday Sioa! Fines 


Philadelphia, March 4, 1916 


Subscription Rates 


The Sunday School Times is published 
weekly at the following rates, payable in 
advance, for either old or new subscribers, 
in the United States and Canada. These 
rates include postage : 

Five or more copies, either to 
$1.00 separate nadvesess or in a pack- 
age to one address, $1.00 each, per year. 


One copy, or any number of 
$1 -50 copies less than five, $1.50 each, 
per year. 


One copy, five years, $6.00, 
Free Copies 


One free copy addi- 

tional will be allowed 
for every ten copies paid for in a club at the 
$1.00 rate. 


FOREIGN COUNTRIES 


The Sunday School Times will be sent to an 
countries embraced in the Universa Postal 
the following rate, which includes postage : 

One copy, one year, 6 shillings. 

Five or more copies, in a package to one address, 
5 shillings each. 

For Great Britain, Mr. T. French Downie, 21 
Warwick Lane, London, E. C., will receive yearly 
or half-yearly subscriptions at the above rate the paper 
to be mailed direct from Philadeiphia to the subscrib- 
ers. Mr. Downie can also supply the other publications 
ot The Sunday School ‘Times Company 


Tue Sunpay SCHOOL Times Co., Publishers, 
103: Walnut Street, Philadelphia, Pa. 
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rite today for 

a ee book. 
New 
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‘aster. Services 


Send 6 cents fof Reatat Packet containing 
' THB RESURRECTION 
His: 


BASTER CATALOGUE 
Send 30 cts. fur 10 Complete Easter Services 
Send 75 cts. for 26 Complete Easter Services 


MacCalla & Co., Inc. 42,206, SI:. 

















Y Ss 
50,000 voices singing from this book everySunday 
Have your school join, Different from all other Sun- 





THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES 





The Young People’s 
Prayer-Meeting 
By Robert E. Speer 








Sunday, March 19, 1916 
Getting Power from Our Pledge. 
(Psa. 25 : 1-14). Honorary 
members’ meeting). 





Daily Readings for Preceding Week. 
Mon. — Keeping covenant (Num. 30: 1, 2). 
‘LurS. —Israel's covenant (Exod. 34: 28). 
WED. — Power wienw remembering (Num. 
Twas —feeee from devotions (Eph. 1 : 

17-23). 
Frt.—Power from: service (2 Tim. 2: 1- 


15). 
Sat.— Power from faithfulness (Luke 19 : 
11-19). 











| he was beginning. 


J who met him, 





day Scivol Hymnals, and better. $25 the hundred; 
orchestration. Superintendent or Pastor's returnable 
sample free, or send 16c in stamps and keep the book. 


HALL-MACK C0., 1018 Arch St., Philadelphia, Pa. 
Agency, 425 So. Wabash Avenue, Chicago, Ill. 
hoe 


FREE EASTER MUSIC. 


NEW SERVICTS FOR SUNDAY SCHOOLS. | 
Send 10. cents in stamps for one of each. Samples 
free to Superintendents, Pastors, Committees. 
Easter Hel No. 2. ro cents. _A Book of Exer- 
per cises, Recitations, etc. 
A new Song Story for Easter, by Adam 
Judith. Geibel. Seud i 10 conte for one dent. 


New Sacred Music—All Kinds, Send for Catalogue. 
Hall-Mack Co, \ eaeoe Arch Street, Phila., Pa. 
Adam Geibel Co. 


Agency, 425 S. Wabash, Chicago 


for the Sunday School 
and the Choir, 


: i pine 





ease 
mon Bt, Chioage, fi. 


i rat era 








ANS for homes and churches sent on 

approval, Factory prices and easy 
terms. Send for free catalog. State which—piano or or- 
gan. Williams Piano &OrganCo. ,Vept.T, Chicago 











‘our Feet. Send for 
a catalo telling all 






Ladies! Ease about our Neat, Voise! ess, 


Fiexible, Comfortable, unlined Viel K 
O’Sullivanized PILLOW SHOE. New | 
shoes easy as old ones. No breaking in re- 
quired. Pit and feel like a kid glove. O'Sul- 
-* an's Rubber Heels on all styles. Cus- 
mers everywhere. f Boj nim | 
Err. T, T, 14 ‘SommER 8 a 









ns Postpaid. 











When answering adv ertisements. Please 
mention The Sunday Sctool Times. 


What ciause in the piedge poe em most? 
What good does our pledge d 
How does the pledge lead us to ‘Christ ? 


O LIFE can be stron 
upon its ~~ rices and moods, taking 
shape from its *xperiences and sur- 

roundings. Every life needs the fixed an- 
chorage of loyalty and commitment, enabling 
it to say when the cross currents of in- 
fluence or temptation sweep against it, ‘* No, 
I have my own chart and course, I fixed 
my way long ago deliberately when judg- 
ment was clear and I am not to be diverted 
now.” 
% 


**A man of sterling qualities, of true worth, 
ot honest courage, considerate of others, 
courteous, refed, with high ‘ideals,’’ said 
one New York lawyer of another, a young 
man, Isaac Parker Coale, who died just as 
** He had a splendid fu- 
ture before him, His loyalty and zeal were 
unusual. A better friend was hard to find. 
He made friends wherever he went, and 
was highly regarded and respected by all 
: nd One could ohy =. ‘His 


. 


HAIL j wore, won Sree id do, 
i d brok * ld 
aloo circulars of Epstes Bevel Collection FT Ee did. Tt was ti ny dh Wes the rule 


of the office to which he belonged.”’ 


bd 

Horace Tracy Pitkin, who died as one of 
the martyrs at Paoting-fu in China in the 
Boxer iy = in 1900, began his prepara- 
tion for his lifeswork at Phillips Academy, 
Exeter, and from the beginning he took his 
stand as a Christian boy. The pastor at the 
Phillips Church at Exeter recalls the eager 
face of the boy as he saw him for the first 
time at church. ‘*A few Sundays later,’’ 
says the pastor, ‘fas I was leaving church, 
this boy leaned forward from the Students’ 
Bible Class to speak to me, Would it be 
| possible for him to unite with _ church at 
a communian service that afternoon with 
those I had announced.as about to confess 


\ their faith? ’’ 


That same day he stocd up, a lad of six- 
teen, between two old men, one of seventy- 
two and the other of seventy-eight years of 
age, and together the three gave themselves 
to the faith and service of Christ and the 
church, When Horace Pitkin did this, he 
did it without reserve. His pastor goes on: 
** He was at once a revelation to me of how 
helpful a young Christian could be in a new 
place. The Christian Endeavor movement 
soon started in our church. He came into 
it at once as one of its charter members, and 
most heartily; It was a joy to see him enter 
one of its meetings; not slipping into a back 
seat, but coming to the front with a nod and 
smile of greeting, and then making it his 
business to see that every one had a hymn- 
book and was well seated. He naturally 
became the first president.’* And he kept 
his pledge and did his Age 


If we are disloyal oe our small duties where 
we are, we shall never be heroes elsewhere. 


Being true to our quiet obligations makes 
us true men in character, and ready for emer- 
gencies and great tasks. 

The prodigal son’s new life began when 
he said *‘[ will arise and go,’’ and arose and 
went, 


God does not like neutrals. le calls for 


committed men, 


New Yor Crrvy. 


that depends | 





The Mas ter P ad i 7 
AStudy of the the Weert of ot Jeu By. 


Albert D.  Intro- 
frie" by & ores Chealee Dargan, D.D. 
320 pages. 

Bimeh the Tishbite 


By F.W: on D.D. Black leather- 
ette eho 458 pa 35c. 
By F. “Hy h 's Gut 1 
Schenc trod h 
ped to oe Hoe te Send the Bible, by D. i 


a epee cee 8 th — 
Life of St. Paul 


y Rey. amés Stalker, D. D 
das" s Edition. : 


“tamo, Stu- 
“ 60c. 
in the Words of the Ameri 


tandard Edi- 
tion, and Outline of the Life of Christ. By 
Rev, ‘John H..K 


ohn err, D.D. ‘Cloth. pages. 
‘ Student’ s FAbion., Uniform with oe rate s 
Life of St. Pau 60c. 
The Life of Christ 
Rev. James Stalker, D.D. Uniform a 
ife of St. Paul.” Cloth. 162 pages. Map 60c 
gcadiplese. 'e 
Bible 


Revised Ecce ° Kev. W. 
{: dD. Cloth, 2 m7, 348 ilustrations! “$1 00 


11 maps in colors. 
(Postage extra averages 20 cents.) 
The Lite of Christ 
By William Hanna, D.D., LL.D. New and 
Enlarged Edition, especially arranged for 
Bible Students in T'went sfive Outline Studies 
and Reading Courses, by Charles H. apr 
fan h.D. Black flexible leatherette. 00 
lustrations and 2 colored maps. 862 pages. ° $1. 
Cruden’s Concordance 
The G leatherette binding, red edges. 561 pp. $l 00 
The Good News in Story and Song 
Nee pies sold to date). Containing the 
W kar Conpey 


bet t, famii 1H 
ey - Creed: 


pone hs vario ecasions and 
occasi 

family record.) xeuno, Cloth. a Be. 

The ‘Notes 

Full explanation: 
» like 

pe ing Bible ” Pocket tion. 

renth morocco. 


The Centurion’s Stor 





Y=] 
wo Vas 







’ ssevien 





By David James Burreil, D.D., LL D. Bor- 
der designs throu out. Heavy watered ’ 
silk paper covers, decorated. 5e. 


The Daily Pathway 

By Margaret E, Sangster. Cloth. 270 pages 30c. 
The Young Convert’s Problems 

And Their Solution. By Rev. A. C.. Dixon, 

D.D. Cloth 250. 


Evangelism, Old and New: 
God’s Search for Man in All Ages. By Rev 
A. C. Dixon, D.D. 209 pages. 50c. 

Any of these books will be forwarded, postpaid, 

if for any reason you are not satisfied wit 


Write to-day for 
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Se cane | 


“oy ker ag ig d Cloth. 218 


Chris *s 
Two-Minute  Failes 
Ninety - - eight ertap discussions 
Amos R. Wells. Cloth. 


— , 

The Life Beautiful 

By Wayland Hoyt, D.D. 32 pages. 
Soul.Winning Stories 


_ By Rey. Louis bert Batiks, D.D. Cloth, 


By C. H. Spurgeon. Illustrated. 170. pages. 15¢. 
Hours 
By ay Cloth. 162 pages. 35e. 
B tor Maree D.D. Co 
_ owett, 
be ; Henry Jowgts, D:D Cover 15¢. 


lela Ploughman’s Talk 
Bg Spurgeon. Cloth. 


John Pioughman’s Pictures 
by og H, Spurgeon. - Cloth... Illus- 30c. 
te 
Where Heaton Touched the Earth 
Wd Cortland Myers, D.D. Cloth. Colored $1. 00 
Illustrations, 239 
The Seven Cardinal Virtues 
By Rev. James Stalker, D.D. Cloth. 125 pp. 50c. 
tg A wa © D.D. F 
roy Fm 
portrait of author. % at 191 —? 30c. 
Vision and Service 
By John Balcom Shaw, D.D. Cloth. 159 pp. 50c. 


An Artisan om ae 
Zam 


Illus- 30c. 









~A. Tilus- 


Lite Story * 


Sen Chani- 


in Be s.t0 
Life ke sdtetere "ot of Jack Philip 
Seg oe 
Journeying boy the he Land 
Where Jesus Lived 


By .Gerard B. F, Hallock, D.D? 35 illus- $1 00 
trations. Cloth. 302 pages. 2 
Heathenism Under the Searchlight : 

The Call of the Far East. By William Rem- 

fry Hunt, F.R.G.S. Illustrations from pho- 50c 

tographs. Cloth. 154 pages. 
will be refunded 
return it unread. 








ice, and mone 
of a beok an 


96-page Catalogue. 


on receipt of 


American Tract Society, 101 Park Avenue, New York 





When answering advertisements piease mention The Sanday School Times. 
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A new 
the great demand, If 


Name 


State___ 


Know a man by his “hand” 


This book gives the clues to character 


revealed by every person’s penmanship, as 
described by William Leslie French, the 
celebrated Graphologist. 
with fifty specimens of handwriting. You 
will probably recognize yours among them. 


It is illustrated 


edition is now being printed to supply 
ou desire a copy, it will 
sent with twelve diferent patterns of Spence- 


rian Steel Pens on receipt of ten cents. 


SPENCERIAN PEN COMPANY 
. 349 Broadway, New York 
SPENCERIAN PEN COMPANY 
349 Broadway, New York 1 


I enclose ten cents for twelve different-kinds 
Spencerian Pens and a copy of the book, 


“What Your Handwriting Reveals." 





Street No. ____ wah a ace at set 


City scsi 




















